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In supplying the picture 
of herself with Robert, Dorothy 
commented, "I really am not one of 
the world's great teachers, you know, 
but it is comforting to know that my 
love of good scholarship turned on a 
light in a few young brains. " 
An inspirational teacher 
In 1949-50 Niagara Christian College was a small private 
high school of less than ninety students. Its spacious one hun-
dred acres were bounded at the front by the parkway that 
formed a ribbon of road running along the swiftly flowing 
Niagara River. Set back from the road just enough to overlook 
the river was a magnificent edifice built as a clubhouse for 
wealthy Buffalonians several decades before; beyond that, a 
small laboratory, a residence for boys, and an outdoor skating 
rink completed the complex. There remained none of the trap-
pings of wealth, once so ostentatiously advertised by the club-
house; students and teachers alike were there because each in 
his or her own way thought the endeavour worth a sacrifice. 
I spent only one year at the school, during which I prepared 
for the infamous Grade XIII Ontario Provincial Examinations, 
administered in June. My interests were the humanities; but by 
far the most difficult subject, the subject offering the prospect 
of the most dreaded examination, was Analytical Geometry, 
taught by Miss Sherk, the principal. Given my incapacity, 
given my fear of the final examination, it was beyond the 
"Special People" profiles a 
wide variety of Brethren in 
Christ members of all ages 
and from all walks of life. 
YOU are invited to submit a 
short article about some Spe-
cial Person" you would like to 
introduce to Visitor readers^ 
Articles should be typewritten, 
preferably 300-400 words and 
must have the approvalof the 
person being profiled. If your 
article is accepted for publica-
tion, we will contact you to 
secure a photo for publica-
tion (which will be returned). 
power of any teacher to inspire in me a love for this dark con-
spiracy of algebra, geometry, trigonometry, and physics. 
I confess that I have never been quite certain what it means 
to be an "inspirational" teacher, but I choose Dorothy Sherk as 
my model for a high school teacher—and for two reasons. The 
first is directly related to the class in Analytical Geometry. 
Though I never came to like the subject, Dorothy Sherk gave 
to every class a sacramental dimension. I do not mean "sacra-
mental" quite in the narrow religious sense, but in the broader 
sense that in teaching Analytical Geometry Miss Sherk con-
veyed to me, in ways difficult to define, the dynamism and the 
beauty of the intellectual enterprise. This enterprise, so pro-
foundly at the center of her own life, acquired primary value 
for me through the recalcitrant medium of a discipline she was 
never able to persuade me to enjoy. 
The second reason I choose Dorothy Sherk for my model is 
because her presence as a teacher has followed me to this day. 
Hers is not merely a presence evoked by fond memories, but 
one that has endearingly confronted me throughout the years 
in gestures intimating the lasting concern of a true pedagogue. 
During my undergraduate years, well-timed letters (her sense 
of kairos never failed) stilled the sometimes tumultuous seas 
of college life. Just before I embarked for England as a Cana-
dian Rhodes Scholar, I received in the post a beautiful tea ser-
vice. "You will need it at Oxford," she modestly said. She still 
remembers me every Christmas, and the letters she writes 
always recall that strong intellectual presence in Analytical 
Geometry. In her letters, everyday experiences are set in a per-
spective that yields an epiphany of meaning. 
The distance appropriate to a student-teacher relationship 
has long since been dissolved in a mature friendship, but for 
me "Dorothy" is wonderfully, inspiringly, informed by "Miss 
Sherk," always my teacher. 
Mail your article to 
Evangelical Visitor P.O Box 
166, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
SPECIAL NOTE -
£ r t ' c l e s a b o u t , 
P e o p l e " .v. . P e c * a l 
2 0 s t h e i r t e e n s , 
a ' i ' a n d 4 ° s a r e i n v i t e d . 
Dr. Robert Sider, a graduate of 
Niagara Christian College, is a member 
of the faculty of Dickinson College, 
Carlisle, Pa. He and selected other fac-
ulty members at Dickinson were asked 
to write about an inspirational high 
school teacher who influenced them. 
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by David L. Hall Vacations are 
As I wri te this, I ' v e jus t re turned f r o m a w e e k in South Caro l ina vis i t ing both my w i f e ' s and my parents . I a lways say i t 's an 
oppor tuni ty fo r m e to r enew m y southern 
accent (as if it needed m u c h help!) . Actua l -
ly, a m o n g other things, i t 's an oppor tuni ty 
fo r m e to ref lec t on my r o o t s — t h e peop le 
and the p laces wh ich he lped mold m e into 
the person I a m today. I listen to fami ly 
stories. I ask ques t ions about my grandpar -
ents . I call on a f e w old f r i ends and r e m e m -
ber even ts long ago and fa r away. 
At their worst , vaca t ions leave us jus t as 
f r azz led as we were be fo re we left , but sig-
ni f icant ly m o r e in debt . We some t imes j o k e 
about need ing a w e e k off to recover f r o m 
be ing on vacat ion . But vaca t ions are 
in tended to g ive us a b r e a k — a t least a 
c h a n g e of pace so that w e can rest and be 
r e n e w e d phys ica l ly and mental ly . 
As Chr is t ians , it is r ight fo r us to plan 
fo r and expec t s o m e spiri tual r enewal as 
wel l . Pe rhaps w e do not think o f t en enough 
about the w a y our phys ica l and mental 
condi t ion a f fec t s our spiri tual lives. W h e n 
w e are phys ica l ly w e a k and menta l ly on 
edge , w e are m u c h m o r e suscept ib le to 
tempta t ion and spiritual depress ion . S o m e -
t imes the bes t thing w e can do fo r our-
se lves spiri tually is to take a vacat ion. 
Tha t is exact ly wha t w e f ind Jesus do ing 
in M a r k 7 :24-36 . T h e two main stories take 
place whi le Jesus is "on vaca t ion ." Jesus is, 
of course, a lways the main charac ter in 
these stories. We learn f r o m the others , but 
Jesus is our focus . He re w e can fo l low the 
act ion wi th three s imple words : rest, test, 
and best . 
T h e f irst word , " res t , " is impl ied, yet it 
sets the contex t fo r every th ing that fo l lows . 
M a r k m a k e s it c lear that Jesus was a lmos t 
con t inuous ly inunda ted by people . Ear l ier 
w e are told the c rowd that ga thered a round 
h im w a s so large that he got in to a boat and 
sat in it out on the lake, whi le all the peo-
ple were a long the shore at the wa te r ' s 
edge (4:1). La te r that day the disciples 
crossed the lake, leaving the c rowd behind 
(4:36). That is when the s torm c a m e up and 
Jesus ca lmed it with his w o r d — a f t e r the 
disciples w o k e h im up. Jesus was tired 
af te r teaching the c rowd. W h e n they got to 
the other side of the lake, the region of the 
Gadarenes , Jesus was accosted by the 
demon-posses sed man. Jesus cast the 
d e m o n s out and they went into a herd of 
pigs. Fr ightened, the people began to p lead 
with Jesus to leave their region (5:17), so 
he and the disciples crossed over by boat to 
the other side of the lake (where they had 
c o m e f rom) . T h e result was that a large 
c rowd gathered (5:21). Jesus was met by 
Jairus, the synagogue ruler, want ing help 
for his daughter . As Jesus went with Jairus, 
a w o m a n in the c rowd touched him, believ-
ing it wou ld heal her. Here Mark tells us 
Jesus real ized that power had gone out 
f r o m him (5:30). T h e implicat ion is that 
Jesus did not do all these mighty things 
apart f r o m an e f fec t of physical , and proba-
bly spiritual, stress. 
Jesus left there and went to his h o m e 
town (6:1), only to exper ience re jec t ion 
again. (Reject ion by those closest to you is 
s t ressful , to say the least.) Then Jesus went 
around teaching f r o m vil lage to vi l lage 
(6:6). Travel ing, heal ing, and teaching.. . i t 
meant physical and spiritual stress. And it 
only m a d e Jesus more popular . Then , 
because so many people were coming and 
going that they did not even have a chance 
to eat, he said to them, " C o m e with m e to a 
quiet p lace and get s o m e res t ." 
So they went away by themse lves in a 
boat to a solitary place. But many w h o saw 
them leaving recognized them, and got 
there ahead of them. W h e n Jesus landed 
and saw the large c rowd, he had compas -
sion on them (6:31-34a) . 
So Jesus taught all day and ended by 
mul t ip ly ing the bread and f ish so the peo-
ple could eat. Then Jesus m a d e his disci-
ples get into the boat and go on ahead of 
h im while he d ismissed the c rowd. Af te r 
leaving them he went into the hills to pray 
a given in our 
culture. We are 
not at all 
surprised to 
hear a friend 
or neighbor 
say they are 
going "on 
vacation." It 
may be only a 
couple of days 
or it may be 
close to a 
month. People 
go to the 
shore, to the 
mountains, to 
historical 




also be a visit 
with distant 
relatives. 
June 1996 5 
(6:45-46) . That is the night he re jo ined the 
disciples by walk ing on the water. As soon 
as they landed at Gennesare t , Jesus was 
recognized (6:53-54) , and again was inun-
dated with needy people . 
All the activity roused the curiosi ty of 
the re l ig ious leaders in Jerusa lem, so some 
of them m a d e a trip to where Jesus was and 
added to his stress of teaching and heal ing 
by publ ic ly cha l lenging his integrity. It was 
then that Jesus gave the rebuke and teach-
ing on the pollut ion of the human heart 
(7:1-23). 
Are you ever tempted to let your 
spiritual commitment take a vacation? 
We can rationalize and say things 
like: "I don't have to have my quiet time 
while I'm on vacation" or 
"No one here knows me, I can..." 
All of this needs to be read into what we 
are told in v. 24—Jesus left that p lace and 
went to the vicinity of Tyre. He entered a 
house and did not want anyone to k n o w it. 
Jesus went on vacat ion! Tyre was Gent i le 
terri tory for ty mi les nor thwes t of Caper-
naum. Jesus went to a place where people 
were not l ikely to recognize h im, where a 
Jewish man would usual ly be ignored or 
even avoided. 
I sn ' t that the k ind of p lace you want to 
go on vaca t ion? Perhaps not everyone is 
l ike me , but I lef t for m y vacat ion wish ing 
w e could go to some mounta in cabin where 
w e wou ld not even see anyone else. Distant 
ex tended fami ly dicta ted otherwise , but I 
k n o w what Jesus was trying to do. 
But things o f t en do not turn out the way 
we plan. M a r k ' s story says it this way: 
Jesus could not keep his p resence secret (v. 
24). I ' m reading into the si tuation here, but 
Jesus was the s ame person on vacat ion that 
he was in publ ic ministry. Are you ever 
t empted to let your spiri tual c o m m i t m e n t 
take a vaca t ion? We can rat ionalize and say 
th ings like: "I d o n ' t have to have m y quiet 
t ime whi le I ' m on vaca t ion" or " N o one 
here k n o w s me , I can. . . " (the rest of this 
sentence depends on what is temptat ion fo r 
y o u — a m a n w h o wants to peruse the 
po rnography on some magaz ine racks; 
go ing to a mov ie you w o u l d n ' t wan t people 
at h o m e seeing you at tend; behaving gener-
ally less discr iminately because no one 
knows you profess the n a m e of Jesus) . 
Jesus was on vacat ion, but he was still 
Jesus Christ , the Son of God . 
So here was Jesus, in a place t rying to 
f ind rest, but wha t actually c o m e s is some-
thing of a "test." H o w will Jesus respond 
to the request of a needy person whi le he ' s 
taking a break f r o m minis t ry? The first 
thing Jesus does is g ive the w o m a n a test. 
Is she s incere? I t 's a lso a test fo r Jesus 
himself . His p r imary work was to accom-
plish salvat ion in the context of G o d ' s Old 
Testament promises , and that mean t min-
istry to and through Israel. T h e w o m a n w a s 
asking someth ing outs ide the paramete rs of 
wha t Jesus was do ing at the t ime. 
This was also a chance fo r Jesus to 
mode l what he had said to the leaders f r o m 
Jerusa lem. The little girl was possessed by 
an unclean spirit. Jesus had jus t corrected 
the false assumpt ions of wha t causes 
h u m a n c leanness and uncleanness . This 
was a request that wen t to the heart of wha t 
Jesus c a m e to conf ron t and heal . In the 
words of John ' s f irs t letter, the reason the 
Son of G o d appeared was to destroy the 
devi l ' s w o r k (3:8). 
T h e exchange be tween Jesus and the 
w o m a n is loaded with insinuat ion. W h e n 
he says "First let the chi ldren ea t " (v. 27), 
Jesus is a f f i rming his c o m m i t m e n t to his 
pr imary task f r o m the Father. He was not 
go ing to start a b roader "min i s t ry" in Gen -
tile terri tory; that wou ld be d i sobedience 
because it wou ld detract f r o m what he 
c a m e to do. A n d yet we f ind that Jesus , 
even "on vacat ion ," is still the loving and 
compass iona te Savior of people w h o rec-
ognize h im and recognize their o w n need. 
A c o m m o n way for Jews to speak of 
Gent i les was with a derogatory connota t ion 
of the word " d o g . " But when Jesus used 
the word " d o g " (v. 27), he did not use the 
c o m m o n word , but a d iminut ive word 
mean ing the pet of a home. T h e w o m a n , 
p icking up on the sof te r meaning , showed 
both her humil i ty and her sincerity by 
accept ing Jesus ' word and reading a posi-
tive hope in it: even the dogs under the 
table eat the ch i ld ren ' s c rumbs (v. 28). In 
other words , she was not asking Jesus to 
change his c o m m i t m e n t to wha t he was 
doing in and through Israel, but she did 
want an incidental b less ing since he had 
c o m e into her territory. The Son of G o d 
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never r e fu se s the hear t -cry of a person w h o 
recognizes h im in the contex t of his or her 
o w n need . Th i s story is a t r emendous 
r eminde r that the response of one ' s heart 
u l t imate ly qua l i f ies one ' s re la t ionship with 
God . 
But n o w that Jesus w a s recognized , he 
could not stay in Tyre. M a r k says he left 
the vicini ty of Tyre and went through 
Sidon, d o w n to the Sea of Gal i lee and into 
the region of Decapo l i s (7:31). Geograph i -
cally, this is l ike go ing f r o m Ken tucky to 
Flor ida by w a y of Ontar io , Canada . S o m e 
crit ics of the Scr ip tures have ques t ioned 
this fac t and skept ical ly wonde red w h y 
Jesus wou ld have taken such a c i rcui tous 
route . T h e obv ious answer is that he was 
on vaca t ion! H e could not stay in one p lace 
wi thou t d r a w i n g a c rowd , so he took a big 
ou t -o f - the -way trip to e scape the d e m a n d s 
of ministry. Wi l l i am Barc lay sugges ts it 
m a y have been as long as e ight months . 
Both J e w s and Gent i les l ived in the 
region of Decapo l i s . Decapol i s was at the 
end of the long loop Jesus had taken to get 
his rest. He re Jesus also hea led the deaf -
mute . It is not c lear whe the r the man w h o 
was b rough t f o r hea l ing was a J e w or a 
Gent i le . W h a t is impor tan t and also per-
fec t ly clear, is that w h e n a s incere request 
fo r a h u m a n need c a m e to Jesus , he 
r e sponded . 
Pe rhaps Jesus w a s still t rying to avoid 
widesp read publ ic visibil i ty; he took the 
m a n aside, a w a y f r o m the c r o w d (v. 33). 
As he had o f ten done af te r the heal ing, 
Jesus c o m m a n d e d them not to tell anyone 
(v. 36). Bu t the event causes the authori t ies 
to wa tch Jesus even m o r e closely. T h e 
s tage is be ing set for Jesus to fulf i l l wha t 
he c a m e to do; his death and resurrect ion 
will come more sharply into focus af ter 
this "vaca t ion ." 
If we hate to go back to the d e m a n d s 
and the stress a f t e r a good vacat ion , h o w 
did Jesus feel , k n o w i n g what w a s c o m i n g ? 
Even wi th the h u m a n shr inking f r o m suf-
fer ing that w e see later when Jesus p rayed 
in the garden , this part of the story again 
a f f i rms the per fec t w o n d e r of the Son of 
God . I t ' s w h e r e I get m y third word , 
"best." M a r k puts it this w a y in v. 3 7 — 
Jesus has d o n e every th ing wel l . 
W h e r e v e r he was and wha teve r he did, 
Jesus gave his best . He w a s obedien t to the 
Father ; he w a s loving and g iv ing to people 
w h o were hur t ing and needy ; he a lways 
told the truth to peop le w h o were s m u g in 
their se l f - r ighteousness . Here is h o w 
Wil l iam Barclay put it: 
...the people declared that he had done 
all things well. That is none other than the 
verdict of God upon his own creation in the 
very beginning (Genesis 1:31). When Jesus 
came, bringing healing to men's bodies and 
salvation to their souls, he had begun the 
work of creation all over again. In the 
beginning everything had been good; 
man's sin had spoiled it all; and now Jesus 
was bringing back the beauty of God to the 
world which man's sin had rendered ugly. 
We're still human; we need to take 
vacations and such things to meet our 
human needs, but we do not take a 
vacation from Jesus. Insteadwe take 
Jesus on vacation with us...and 
everywhere else we might go. 
The Gospe l s show us a real Jesus. He 
was a m a n with the need to get away f r o m 
d e m a n d s and stress. He was also the Son of 
God, w h o would not say " N o " to any 
needy person w h o turned to h im. And 
every th ing he did was wor thy of the word 
"bes t . " 
All of us need to do two things in 
response . First, we need to recognize Jesus 
for w h o he is. W h e n we do that, w e cannot 
help but turn to h im, admit t ing our need, 
our hurt, and our sin. To those w h o c o m e to 
h im, Jesus turns no one away. 
T h e second response f l ows out of the 
first . W h a t we f ind when we give ourse lves 
to Jesus is that he gives himself to us. And 
when Jesus comes to live in us, he begins 
to change us so that we b e c o m e like him. 
W e ' r e still human ; we need to take vaca-
t ions and such things to meet our human 
needs , but we do not take a vacat ion f r o m 
Jesus . Instead, we take Jesus on vacat ion 
with us. . .and eve rywhere else we might go. 
H a v e you truly seen Jesus fo r w h o he is? 
Have you invited him to let his l ife show 
itself in your o w n ? That is wha t k n o w i n g 
Jesus Christ , the Son of God , is all about . 
David Hall is senior pastor of the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., Brethren in Christ Church. 
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PART ONE 
by S. Lane Hostetter 
The c h u r c h b e g a n in p o w e r , m o v e d in power, and moved just as long as it had 
power. When it no longer had power, it dug in 
for safety and sought to conserve its gains. If 
the church is to advance, it must have power. 
Power defined 
Power is a word of many uses and misuses. 
Power means the ability to do. Power is the 
ability to be victorious, to live right, to see 
Jesus, and to live with heaven in view. Power 
is ab i l i ty to do w h a t God c o m m a n d s and 
enables us to do. 
In mechanics, power depends on good con-
nections—good connections in two directions: 
inward toward the source of power and out-
ward for use. The same law holds true in spir-
itual power—there must be good connections. 
Power is not stored in people, it merely passes 
through us f r o m God, the source of power. 
Once the connection between God and a per-
son is disturbed, the f low of power is inter-
rupted. Constant connection with the source 
of power is absolutely essential. 
Faulty notions about power 
People begin their religious lives without 
understanding their moral duty to God. They 
try to believe without having repented. They 
try to have faith without intending to bring 
their lives into conformity with the will of God. 
They are full of doubts and hidden questions. 
They are secretly disappointed with their lives, 
and are for the most part without joy and with-
out enthusiasm. 
There is no use exhorting such people to 
seek power—no use talking to them about the 
surrendered life. They simply cannot under-
stand it. They listen to the sermon and go their 
way, waiting in vain for God to do the things 
he has commanded them to do. Until this is 
corrected, we can hope for very little power in 
our churches and our lives. 
The Scripture says the gospel "is the power 
of God fo r the salvat ion of eve ryone w h o 
bel ieves" (Rom. 1:16), and "he became the 
source of eternal salvation for all who obey 
h im" (Heb. 5:9). It seems the weakness in our 
message today is the over-emphasis on faith 
with a corresponding under-emphasis on obe-
d i e n c e . Th i s has been c a r r i e d so f a r that 
"believe" has been made to double for "obey" 
in the minds of many religious persons. Faith 
as Paul saw it was a living, f laming thing lead-
ing to surrender and obedience to the com-
mandments of Christ. 
Our needs argue the necessity of power. Just 
before he ascended into heaven, Jesus told his 
disciples to wait in Jerusalem until they were 
"clothed with power f rom on high (Luke 8:49). 
But there is no need for us to wait, as with 
these disciples, for God to do something. His 
part has been done and he now waits on us. 
Wait...until you are willing to put out of your 
life what displeases him, no matter what that 
may mean to you. Wait...until your eyesight is 
c o r r e c t e d , unt i l y o u r wi l l is s u r r e n d e r e d . 
Wait...to get your ears cleared and quieted so 
you can l ea rn to r e c o g n i z e G o d ' s v o i c e . 
Wai t . . .unt i l that touch of p o w e r c o m e s to 
change you, cleanse you, and quiet you before 
the Lord. 
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The world needs to be touched by Chris-
tians who are Spirit-filled, Spirit-led, and Spir-
i t-empowered. Are you that kind of Christian? 
Do you have a need for a new touch of the 
Spirit? Do you stand in need of spiritual renew-
al? Are you willing to yield to God in obedi-
ence? 
Specific power failures 
Here are four specific areas where Chris-
tians have failed and have a surplus of unused 
power. I am not noting these in any order to 
show which is more important or less impor-
t a n t . T h e s e a r e o n l y a f e w of the m a n y 
ins tances of unused power in our churches 
today. 
1. Witnessing. Are we powerless to witness 
for Jesus because of t imidity? Jesus promised 
his presence to his fol lowers when they are 
engaged in sharing the faith. The "I am with 
you always" of the Great Commission has sus-
tained his witnesses in many generations. 
Billy Bray, a godly clergyman of another 
generation, sat by the side of a dying Christian 
who had been very shy about his testimony 
for Christ during his life. The weak, dying man 
said, "If I had the power, I 'd shout glory to 
God." Billy Bray answered, "It 's a pity you 
didn ' t shout glory when you had the power." I 
wonder how many of us will look back over a 
l i fe of wasted opportuni t ies and ineffect ive 
witness and weep because we did not allow 
God to use us as he wanted. "Night is coming 
when no one can work" (John 9:4). 
The promise of power to the twelve and the 
seventy does not keep Jesus f rom sending them 
out two by two. They help each other in pray-
ing, thinking, and speaking. But sometimes it 
is one on one, yet we know his presence is 
with us. "With great power the apostles con-
tinued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and much grace was upon them all" 
(Acts 4:33). Do you have unused power when 
it comes to sharing your fai th? 
2. The Word of God. ' " I s not my word like 
fire, ' declares the Lord, 'and like a hammer 
that b r e a k s a r o c k in p i e c e s ? ' " ( J e r emiah 
23:29). Study the Scriptures whether you fully 
understand them or not. It enables the Holy 
Spirit to enlighten us and do his work in us. 
The Word with all its mysterious power touch-
es our lives and gives us power. 
"You are already clean because of the Word 
I have spoken to you" (John 15:3). The Word 
of God changes our lives. God has given his 
Word "for teaching, for rebuking, correcting, 
and training in righteousness, so that the man 
of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work" (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Are these 
things happening in our lives? Are we learning 
God ' s truth? 
A young seminary student was going to var-
ious meetings, constantly hoping to get the gift 
of tongues. When asked why he wanted this 
gift, he said it was because he felt a deep lack 
of power and fe l lowship with God, and he 
thought this would give him both spiri tual 
power and a sense of God 's presence. When 
asked if he prayed with any frequency or read 
his Bible regularly or spent much time in fel-
lowship with other believers, he admitted he 
did none of these . God had given h im the 
means of spiritual growth—prayer, the Bible, 
fe l lowship—but he was unwilling to be disci-
plined enough to make use of them. For him, 
tongues would be a shortcut to spiritual matu-
rity. 
N o expe r i ence , no mat te r h o w m u c h it 
means to us or how impressive it may seem to 
be, must take the place of God ' s Word in our 
lives. Our experiences must always be judged 
in the light of the Bible; we must not judge the 
Bible by our experiences. God the Holy Spirit 
has given us the Bible and no gift which is 
truly f rom the Holy Spirit will contradict the 
Bible. 
George Mueller, the great man of faith and 
founder of Bristol Orphanage in the last cen-
tury, once said "The vigor of our spiritual life 
will be in exact proportion to the place held by 
the Bible in our life and thoughts...I have read 
the Bible through 100 times, and always with 
increasing delight. Each time it seems like a 
new book to me. I look upon it as a lost day 
when I have not had a good time over the Word 
of God." Do you have unused power when it 
comes to reading the Bible? 
3. Weakness. In Hebrews 11 we read about 
the great heroes of the faith. Then in verse 34 
we come upon people like us "whose weakness 
was turned to strength." Here is comfort and 
hope—the great heroes of the faith are just like 
us. Is not this the story of every human soul 
that has risen to a life of victorious godliness, 
every Christian worker blessed in service for 
Christ, and of every righteous cause which has 
won its way to victory? 
No te some i l lustrat ions. Frances Ridley 
H a v e r g a l — S p u r g e o n desc r ibed her as the 
"sweetes t of Engl ish rel igious poe ts . " You 
know her lovely hymns (ten in one of the for-
mer Brethren in Christ hymnals) . Yet most 
were written in ill health! 
The b iography of J. H u d s o n Taylor has 
influenced many young Christians. Here is his 
secret in his own words: "The Lord was look-
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ing for a man weak enough to use, and he 
found me." 
Job 28 tells us about the way of the water, 
the wind, and the lightning. The way of the 
water is that of the easiest f lowing; the way of 
the wind that of the easiest motions; and the 
way of the lightning that of the easiest yielding. 
In other words, they take the line of least resis-
tance. Even so in human life, the Spirit of God 
seeks the line of least resistance to the will of 
God. It is the absence of such resistance which 
gives the Holy Spirit the opportunity to trans-
form weakness into strength. That is why Paul 
wri tes in 1 Cor in th ians 1:27-28, "But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame 
the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly 
things of this world and the despised things 
— a n d the things that are not—to nullify the 
things that are." 
The truth is that most of us are disqualified, 
not through weakness, but through a deep sub-
tle resistance in our human ego to the divine 
will. When once our resistance to the divine 
will is b roken down, then what wonder fu l 
things God can do with the weak and despised. 
Do you have unused power when it comes to 
weakness? 
4. Suffering. It was said of Jesus in He-
brews 5:8, "Although he was a son, he learned 
obedience f rom what he suffered." Suffering, 
submiss ion, and sanctif icat ion by the Holy 
Spirit are three of heaven 's surest means of 
lifting Christians f rom spiritual immaturity and 
i n s t ab i l i t y in to sp i r i tua l m e l l o w n e s s and 
strength. 
Suffer ing lifts us up. Listen to Paul in 2 
Corinthians 12:9-10: "Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Chr i s t ' s p o w e r may rest on m e . " There is 
power and ministry in affliction. The strength 
of Jesus finds its opportunity in Paul 's suffer-
ing. 
Does this work today? There is a helpless 
Christian who has been an invalid for 15 years. 
He loves the house of God and is carried there 
on a stretcher—blind, body twisted, but with a 
brightness on his face. As of August 10, 1995, 
160 pe r sons had been conver ted to Chris t 
through h im—some by letter, some by inter-
view, some by phone. Again and again people 
call him to talk about spiritual matters. God has 
transformed his suffering into an instrument 
of service. Do you have unused power in suf-
fering? 
There is unused power in prayer, unused 
power in fas t ing, unused power in t i thing, 
unused power in obedience, unused power in 
praise, unused power in thanksgiv ing , and 
unused power in thanks-living. We have a sur-
plus of unused power! 
Tapping into unused power 
The power of God is at our disposal, waiting 
for us to call it into action by meeting the con-
di t ions which are plainly laid down in the 
Word. We need no new doctrine, we need no 
new movements, we need no new key, we need 
no new minister, we need no new teacher, we 
need no new expensive course to show us the 
way! We just need to do the next thing we 
know we should do to carry out the will of the 
Lord. In 2 Kings 6 we have the story of the lost 
axe head—illustrat ive of lost power. It was 
found where it was lost. Where did you lose 
your power? 
Is there some secret sin? Is there neglect of 
communion with God? Is there some quarrel or 
bi t terness of heart with another? Is there a 
withholding of what is due to the Lord? Are 
the things of this earth snaring your soul and 
entangling you? Confess and forsake your sins. 
Get right with one another, forgive that other 
person, use your means to advance the cause of 
Christ, share your faith, look at no cost and do 
not fear the consequences. Study the Word to 
learn the will of God and then do his will as 
you understand it. Start now by doing the next 
thing and then go on f rom there. 
God always works where his people meet 
his conditions, but only when they do. God 
supplies power for a purpose, and his purpose 
is that we use power for his glory. Although his 
limitless resources are available to us, God 
will permit us to have only as much power as 
he knows we will use. 
Many Christians are disobedient and pray 
for power they have no intention of using. It is 
a waste of time for Christians to look for power 
they do not intend to use. We glorify God by 
living lives that honor him, and we can only do 
this in the power of the Holy Spirit. But we 
also glorify God as we serve him, and we can 
only do that in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
We are filled by the Spirit to serve. 
Do not resist his incoming. Do not grieve 
his indwelling. Quench not his outgoing. Open 
to him as Incomer. Please him as Indweller. 
Obey him as the Outgoer in his test imony of 
the things concerning Christ, whether through 
yourself or others. 
Let us al low God ful l possess ion of our 
lives, and we shall then be serviceable unto 
him for his glory. 
My mind was so full of service 
1 had drifted from Him apart, 
And He longed for the old confiding, 
The union of heart with heart. 
I sought and received forgiveness, 
While my eyes with tears were dim, 
Now, though the work is still precious, 
The first place is kept for Him. 
— A . B. Simpson 
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NIAGARA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE-Fort Erie, Ontario 
Developing serving attitudes 
in a non-serving world 
Headlines frequently capture our atten-
t ion—"Dozens watch as man attacked 
and robbed"; "Blood donors urgently 
needed as blood supply dwindles"; and 
"Youth violence increases." What has 
happened to our sense of community and 
servanthood in North America? Where 
have the ideas of community awareness 
and support gone? How do we teach the 
youth of today to respect the rights of oth-
ers and take an active role in assisting the 
community? In a world that is telling our 
young people that jobs are hard to come 
by, how do we encourage them to not 
despair, but to give of themselves to those 
around them? 
This year, Niagara Christian College 
has attempted to address some of these 
issues in a unique program that blends 
education, community awareness, and 
service. In essence, we are attempting to 
teach young people what it means to 
"think globally, act locally." In recent 
years, global education has been a hot 
topic in education; after all, we are living 
in the global village. However, very few 
educational institutions have meshed the 
"head knowledge" of globalism with the 
practical aspects of it. What difference 
does it make to be able to communicate 
via e-mail with Venezuela if we cannot 
get a real sense of the inflationary pres-
sures in that nation? What difference does 
it make to watch documentaries on street 
kids in Toronto if we ourselves cannot 
see, smell, and feel what life is like for 
them? What difference is it that we can 
read countless articles on "an aging soci-
ety" without truly understsanding the 
heartache, pressures, and loneliness that 
can accompany "the golden years"? 
We have established two key elements 
in the program at NCC. The first is a 
Christian Lifestyle class, formerly known 
as a Bible course, that is mandatory for all 
students and held six t imes a month. 
Within this class we deal with the "head 
knowledge" of community awareness and 
the Christian view on community issues. 
Discussions on other areas of the world 
and the needs within the global village, 
accompanied by special visitors and pre-
sentations, outline the "think globally" 
slogan. Students are challenged to serve 
as Jesus Christ served. However, the sec-
ond and key element to our program is the 
practical application of this knowledge. 
Jesus not only told the people that sur-
rounded him to "love their neighbors," 
he fed them as well. 
Classes are taken to local seniors ' 
homes to spend an hour or two visiting 
with the residents. Students are encour-
aged to find out as much as they can 
about their senior friends—what was life 
like for them in their teenage years? What 
special memories and occasions do they 
cherish? What advice do they hold for the 
youth of today? 
Young people are taken to front-line 
ministries such as Buffalo City Mission 
and Yonge Street Mission in Toronto to 
serve meals, talk with the homeless, walk 
the streets and capture a sense of the plight 
of the homeless. Visits to organizations 
such as St. Anne's Orphanage in Wash-
ington, D.C., evoke within our students a 
sense of responsibility for their actions 
and the lives of those less fortunate. 
Teams have been taken to Venezuela 
and Mexico to work in construction proj-
ects, to meet with youth groups f rom 
those countries and discuss what life is 
like, and to live with the families and 
develop relationships. 
Work within our immediate commu-
nity with those who have suffered head 
injuries and others who cannot provide 
food for their tables all encourage our stu-
dents to hold high their regard for life. 
We were the first high school in North 
America to build a facility for Habitat for 
Humanity independent of any outside 
assistance. 
Teens today are constantly fed the 
message that their opinions count for lit-
tle and that there is very little hope for the 
future. Why would they want to serve 
those around them? It is only through the 
teaching and empowering of programs 
such as the one that we provide that they 
are given opportunity to experience situ-
ations that highly impact their lives. Once 
their lives have been touched in such a 
fashion, their attitude toward serving the 
community and the world changes dra-
matically. Young people today are look-
ing to make a difference—what is the 
education system doing to provide these 
opportunities? We at Niagara Christian 
College are attempting to show the youth 
of today that Christ was a difference-
maker who provided the perfect model 
for life as a Christian. • 
^ ft J Scholarship ^^ for the Young Church Musician 
Sponsored by Congregational Life Ministries 
through its Music Trust Fund 
These scholarships of $200 are to be used fo r pr ivate mus ic lessons. 
Eligibility: 
1. Appl icant must be a member or regular at tender of a Brethren in Christ 
congregat ion . 
2. App l i can t ' s age must be 14 to 19 as of Sep tember 1, 1996. 
3. Appl icant must be presently s tudying music , and must be part icipat ing 
in some way in the mus ic p rogram of the local congrega t ion . 
4. Appl icant must exhibi t potential fo r a s suming responsibi l i t ies in the 
area of church music . 
5. R e c o m m e n d a t i o n by the pastor or a church music ian mus t a c c o m p a n y 
the appl icat ion. 
Appl ica t ion deadl ine: Augus t 31, 1996. Plans are fo r the recipients to 
be not i f ied by Sep tember 30. For a scholarship appl icat ion, contact : 
Congrega t iona l Li fe Minis t r ies 
P.O. Box 69 
West Mil ton , O H 4 5 3 8 3 
( 5 1 3 ) 6 9 8 - 6 2 8 4 
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MCC U.S. board members speak 
from the heart about racism 
The "Mennonite Game" is changing, 
said Lawrence Hart at the Mennonite 
Commit tee U.S. annual meeting held 
recently in Calgary, Alberta. Referring to 
the "Who are you?" and "Where are you 
from?" questions common in Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ circles, Hart said 
the "game" is no longer based on genet-
ics. Rather than being tied only to family, 
a person's identity is now often tied to 
where they have served—with MCC, or 
with another mission or development 
organization. 
Har t ' s comment s were part of the 
b o a r d ' s e x t e n d e d d i scus s ion of and 
response to "Broadening the Vision," the 
commitment of MCC U.S. to address 




F i v e and p o s s i b l y m o r e 
Administrative Assistants/Sec-
re t a r i e s are n e e d e d at M C C 
headquarters in Akron, Pa., in 
the following departments: 
• MCC U.S. Peace and Justice 
Ministries Department—need-
ed immediately. Salaried. 
• East Asia Department—need-
ed by June 1996. Salaried. 
• Constituency Ministries— 




• Africa Department—October 
1996. Salaried. 
Qualifications include a com-
m i t m e n t to C h r i s t i a n f a i t h , 
active church membership, and 
nonviolent peacemaking. For 
more information in the United 
States contact Prem Dick or 
Goldie Kuhns, 21 South 12th 
Street, P.O. Box 500, Akron, 
Pa., 17501-0500, phone (717) 
859-1151. In Canada, contact 
M C C Canada Personnel , 134 
Plaza Dr ive , Winn ipeg , M B 
R3T 5K9, phone (204) 261-
6381. 
hatred and discord between people of dif-
ferent races and ethnicities in the United 
States. The day's discussions were inter-
woven with songs, prayers, and poetry 
f rom many cultures and languages— 
among them a Cheyenne song sung by 
Lawrence Hart, of Clinton, Okla., Jean 
Janzen poetry read by staff member Janet 
Weber, and Scriptures read in German by 
David Miller of Partridge, Kan. 
But while some see a new inclusive-
ness in Mennonite and 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t 
churches, much work 
r ema ins to be done . 
"The talk needs to be 
i n t e r n a l i z e d , " said 
Natalie Wing of Fres-
no, Calif. "Integration 
is the key issue. 'Non-
ethnic [Mennon i t e ] ' 
r e f e r s to socia l and 
economic differences 
as well as cultural dif-
ferences; we all need to open our hearts 
and our doors to people who are not like 
us, while at the same time a f f i rming 
the...church." 
"Euro-Amer icans are a f ra id ," said 
Wilma Bailey, a member of the faculty of 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. "When 
non-whites move into a neighborhood, 
whites become afraid of losing jobs , 
power and influence and the well-ordered 
society with which they are familiar. 
"But 'Broadening the Vision' gives 
me hope," said Bailey. "It 's a deliberate 
attempt to make some changes, to pre-
pare for the bold new steps we are making 
into new territory." 
Among the "bold new steps" to which 
Bailey referred is a new model of MCC 
U.S. service unit. The unit, to be located 
in an inner-city context, will include vol-
unteers from that community as well as 
f rom the more tradit ional M C C con-
stituency. The goal of the new model is to 
promote understanding and acceptance 
within a mult i -ethnic group working 
together to serve others. 
"Broaden ing the Vis ion" must be 
strengths-based," said Harriet Sider Bick-
sler of Mechanicsburg, Pa. "Everyone has 
a culture, with strengths that must be 
included and valued by our organization. 
We want to accomplish more than just 
window-dressing," she asserted. 
"I know why I am here," said Sam 
Resendez of Del Rey, Calif. Speaking 
f rom personal exper ience , Resendez 
recounted his youth in northern Mexico, 
and his f a m i l y ' s move to the United 
States to work as itinerant laborers. A 
strong memory from that time is a sign on 
a Texas restaurant telling them, "No Mex-
icans allowed." 
"Broadening the Vision" is a very 
important beginning," said Resendez. 
"MCC is taking the mandate of inclu-
siveness very seriously, and I am thankful 
to be a part of it." 
Some board members felt the Christian 
mission of MCC gives us a unity beyond 
race. "We are all family as a Christian 
race; we have Jesus in common," said 
William Irwin of Los 
Angeles, Calif. Irwin 
further asserted, how-
ever, that "The reality 
is that racism in the 
United States is sys-
t emic , and mus t be 
stopped from the top 
down. Leadership in 
M C C m u s t a d d r e s s 
this issue." 
Boa rd m e m b e r s 
d i s c u s s e d w a y s f o r 
MCC U.S. board and staff to talk about 
the "Broadening the Vision" initiative 
with grassroots people in M C C ' s con-
stituency. "MCC U.S. has provided philo-
sophical leadership on this," said Tim 
Lind of Three Rivers, Mich., "but we 
need to do more to provide resources to 
leaders in the regions. There are many 
ways this issue is relevant." 
Lind further stated that "It 's not good 
enough to just invite minority groups into 
what we're already doing; we need to find 
ways of learning from everyone, includ-
ing minorities." 
Board members also watched a new 
MCC video, "Free Indeed," introduced 
by MCC U.S. staff member Jody Miller 
Shearer as a "tool for people to talk about 
white privilege in America." Responses 
included defensiveness and frustration 
with perspectives presented in the video, 
but also hope. "I have hope," said Kathi 
Oswald of Fresno, Calif., "because of the 
many people here who are struggling 
deeply and sincerely with this issue [of 
racism]. It has to start here, and we need 
to take this issue to the churches." 
"Broadening the Vision" will continue 
to direct the work of MCC U.S. board, 
staff, and volunteers. It is a vision for the 
future intended, in the words of the orig-
inal statement, "to meet human need and 
to nurture the gospel vision of a recon-
ciled people in a reconciled world." g 
The goal of the new 
model of MCC U.S. 
service unit is to pro-
mote understanding 
and acceptance within 
a multi-ethnic group 
working together to 
serve others. 
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than one / / 
F / i i L c y i K 
by Emily Will 
Dr. /ttve Ortiz, professor at Eastern Mennonite Seminary in Harrisonburg, Va., and 
Rosa Sierra, a school counselor and pastor's wife from Puerto Rico, take part in a 
panel presentation on "Challenges: How to work together—theology, missions, 
collaboration " at the first gathering of North American Hispanic Anabaptists. 
For several years, some Hispanic lead-
ers have dreamt of a gathering of North 
American Hispanic Anabaptists, spanning 
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l and n a t i o n a l b a c k -
grounds. 
This dream came to f rui t ion when 
some 110 Hispanic church leaders met in 
M i a m i M a y 2 to 4 f o r the " F i r s t 
Encounter of Ibero-American Anabaptists 
in North America." 
They represented six groups—Breth-
ren in Christ, General Conference, Men-
noni te Bre thren , Mennon i t e Church , 
Mennonite Convention of Puerto Rico, 
and the Amor Viviente churches. Their 
national origins stretched from Mexico 
to Argentina, from Puerto Rico to Colom-
bia. Delegates represented some 5,000 to 
6,000 Hispanic Anabaptists in more than 
100 North American congregations. Reg-
istering as Brethren in Christ were Israel 
and Blanca Fuentes and Louis and Maria 
Arias, Calif., and John Gallow, Florida. 
The two days of meetings, though 
crammed with agenda, were upbeat and 
lively; participants energetically engaged 
in discussion, openly sharing opinions 
even on potentially divisive issues. 
They came together under the banner 
of "unity and renewal." And unity proved 
the order of the day. Delegates enthusias-
tically approved the creation of an asso-
ciation of Hispanic Anabaptists of North 
America. 
The association—to have an executive 
committee of two representatives from 
each denomination—will work together 
on common concerns, from such practical 
matters as Sunday school curriculum to 
loftier questions of "prophetic discern-
ment of mission outreach" to potentially 
thorny theological issues, such as men's 
and women's roles in church and home. 
Hispanic leaders will ask for support 
and assistance in nurturing this new ini-
tiative from Mennonite Central Commit-
tee (MCC) U.S., whose staff helped plan 
the Miami consultation. 
"Two are better than one, because they 
have a good reward for their toil.... A 
threefold cord is not quickly broken." 
Victor Amador quoted these verses from 
Ecclesiastes in a reflection titled simply 
"Unity." An Amor Viviente pastor and 
leader, Amador said, "We all have dif-
ferent gifts; if we put them together and 
rejoice in what is happening in the differ-
ent groups, then nothing can hold back 
the Spirit's work." 
"Material riches are important, but 
more important are spiritual riches, and 
we have an incredible bank of spiritual 
riches. Among us are men and women 
with tremendous gifts and abilities, and if 
we decide to work together , we can 
accomplish much," Amador said. 
The con fe r ence ' s second theme— 
renewal—is one that is lived out daily. 
These young churches eagerly search the 
Gospels and early Anabaptist history and 
bring fervor to their faith, unfettered by 
long cultural traditions that at times can 
bind ra ther than loosen Anabap t i s t s 
steeped in a 500-year history. 
Samuel Lopez, in a presentation on 
Anabaptist history and theology, encap-
sulated Anabaptist pacifist belief: If Jesus 
Christ, as God ' s maximum revelation, 
carried out God's will, then if we follow 
Jesus Christ, we will also be doing God's 
will. 
"It 's so simple...yet takes such com-
mitment," noted Lopez, president of the 
North American Mennoni te Hispanic 
Convention. 
Residential Manager 
C.R.O.S.S., Inc. is seeking a mar-
ried couple as Residential Managers. 
This live-in position provides daily 
supervision to developmentally dis-
abled adults in a group home setting. 
This couple is responsible to manage 
the daily operations of the home and 
oversee the care of the residents. A 
degree in the human service field is 
preferred. Experience with develop-
mentally disabled is helpful. 
In addition to salary and benefits, 
room and board is also provided. 
This includes a private apartment. 
For additional information, con-
tact Angie Petersheim, Executive 
Director, C.R.O.S.S., Inc., 712 Pino-
la Rd., Shippensburg, Pa 17257, 
(717) 530-1788. 
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For half a century the Navajo Mission has been a 
Brethren in Christ training ground in cross-cultural 
ministry. What happened to people who worked 
among the Navajos in the Four Corners Country of 
New Mexico became a part of their training for ser-
vice/ministry elsewhere. 
In 1995 Mary Olive Lady had returned from a 
quarter of a century of missionary service in Zambia. 
While several of her friends from Navajo Mission 
days were in her cottage at Messiah Village, the idea 
of a Navajo reunion was born. They agreed that Verna 
Mae Climenhaga and Mary Olive should work togeth-
er to plan a reunion at the Village. Verna Mae coor-
dinated the planning. 
The Community Room at Messiah Village was 
the setting for the March 16 get-together of persons 
who had gone to Navajoland as early as 1950 and as 
recently as 1995. For over five hours they mingled 
and rehearsed their life experiences at the mission, 
and what has been happening in their lives since then. 
About eighty-five participated in the event, which 
was much more than a traditional family reunion. 
The carry-in meal was served from a liberal spread 
while they listened attentively as Arthur Climenhaga 
gave historical glimpses of the original vision and 
Henry Ginder told early staffing stories. George 
Bundy and David Climenhaga teamed to arrange the 
group for a picture to capture the historic event. 
A focal point of interest was a large display pro-
duced by Mary Olive Lady, showing 253 persons 
who have served at the mission spread along a time 
line from 1945 to 1995. This of course could not 
include many other volunteers who served signifi-
cantly over the years, but were not on the historical 
list of board-appointed personnel. A message board 
shared greetings and comments sent by invited per-
sons unable to attend. The committee had not attempt-
ed to send invitations to everybody, many of whom 
are spread across the world, too far away to attend. 
The evening program began with singing, both 
Navajo and English hymns. Reports were shared 
about persons unable to attend. Then M. Jane Monn, 
who served as a registered nurse from 1954-58 and 
1960-68, gave a moving account of her visit with 
Betty Oldham to the mission in 1995. She stirred 
many memories with her eloquent description of the 
scenery on the drive from Albuquerque to the mis-
sion. But the heart of her presentation was her descrip-
tion of the visit with the Willie Yazzie family at the 
time of Rudy Yazzie's death. The life of this forty-
two-year-old evangelist/pastor somehow encompass-
es what the mission has been about all these years. 
Rudy's birth, schooling, conversion, and early devel-
opment are intertwined with the mission story. Janie 
says the outpouring of Christian love witnessed at 
the Yazzie home on that occasion was a "reward" 
she wanted to share with all her co-workers over the 
years. 
John Ludwig, 1961-63, and 64-72. and Marilyn 
Heisey. 1965-73, led the group in recognition and 
remembrance of twenty persons who have been called 
home to their eternal rest. 
A report on the challenges of the present ministry 
was shared by George and Ethel Bundy, 1981-90. 
From their continuing contacts with Navajo friends 
they helped everyone present to identify with the 
ongoing witness of the mission in 1996. They also 
told of a phone conversation just the night before 
with Lynn and Elinor Nicholson, the original pio-
neers to the sagebrush location, where they founded 
the mission in 1947. George read a March 12 fax 
message from Charles Byer, present superintendent. 
It included comments from Navajos about numerous 
staff persons of former years such as: "I don't remem-
ber his name, but that young doctor at the hospital was 
better than any I know now." 
"One young man in our congregation tells of the 
time a school teacher put his arm around him and 
asked if the Lord was speaking to him about receiving 
Christ as Savior. He now wishes he would have 
responded and spared a lot of suffering in his life— 
but he remembers what you said and did to show 
your love." 
Charlie and Leone called on the group to pray for 
them, and the ongoing planning for a treatment pro-
gram for substance abuse. Dr. Robert H. Smith, 1969-
70, led the group in prayer in response to the Byers' 
request. 
Countless intimate vignettes brought sparkle to 
the conversations on March 16. Most of these will 
remain private treasured memories of the reunion. 
But here are a few stories that were overheard: 
• One former maintenance man was inquiring about 
the "tearing down of the hospital" to which Ethel 
Bundy responded: "Oh, no, it wasn't 'torn down.' 
It was 'taken down gently by Navajos, with care' 
to preserve concrete blocks, windows, and lumber 
to be used again at many locations in Navajoland." 
• A twenty-three-year-old nurse had recently arrived 
at the mission, wearing a dress without a tradi-
tional collar. One day. driving to Farmington with 
an eight-year-old M.K., she was told. "When I 
first saw you in that dress, I thought it was a bit 
immodest. But, now, I think it is all right." 
• At the reunion, several persons were telling about 
the time they had questions when seeing a person 
come out of "Peter's house." It eventually occurred 
to that latter-day missionary that "Peter 's House" 
being referred to was not that 16' x 16' Los Alam-
os surplus building, but some other place on the 
mission. She didn't know that for more than a 
decade, Peter had lived in the southeast corner of 
the first floor of what was then "the Staff House". 
If communication at a reunion requires such care-
ful attention to get the facts straight, is it any wonder 
that cross-cultural mission is so demanding, and cost-
ly? But the March 16 reunion is eloquent testimony 
that the effort is rewarding. Our half-a-dozen col-
leagues who now reside at Messiah Village hosted us 
graciously in an unforgettable experience. 
Reported by J. Wilmer Heisey, who served as superin-
tendent of Navajo Mission from 1952 to 1966. 
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"Lord, not this 
morning, not 
here, please! 
Dan and Shirley Shank, Missions Avia-
tion Fellowship—Harare, Zimbabwe 
After parking, I walk to the tower to 
file a flight plan, and on the way back 
notice that the airplane is listing to the 
right a bit. Well, the ground there is a bit 
slanted, I 'm thinking. Upon getting clos-
er, Oh no, the right tire is completely flat!! 
Now it 's panic time. Lord, not this morn-
ing, not here, please! The place is almost 
deserted except for the fire brigade and a 
few others. I know I have the tools to 
remove the wheel and repair it, but how 
do I get it off the ground? We don't carry 
airplane jacks (too heavy), and there are 
no maintenance facilities open here. Do I 
need to go to town to get some help? 
Lord, I need some serious help here! Any 
way you can find me a jack, Lord? On the 
way back from the tower, I had noticed a 
truck drop off two guards with some pris-
oners to cut the grass on the a i rport 
grounds. Hey, there are ten young, strong-
looking prisoners. Each guy ought to be 
able to press a good 150 pounds. That 's 
1,500 pounds, and easily more than half 
the airplane at its current weight. The 
mind is racing now. What if the guards 
are uncooperative? Lord, please soften 
these guys up a bit. I walked over with the 
request and they nodded their heads. 
Yes!! It might just work. Okay every-
body, hands on the front spar ONLY, and 
LIFT! The wing rises, the wheel comes 
off, and the landing gear rests on a wood-
en block. 
An hour later, after another lift from 
the prisoners to reinstall the wheel, we 
are taxiing out for take off with plenty of 
time to get the day's work done. Thanks 
Lord, for supplying the jack!!! 
A new offensive 
by the Muslims 
Jay and Judy Smith—London, England 
This pas t Eas t e r S u n d a y saw the 
beginning of a new offensive by the Mus-
lims at Speaker's Corner. Over 200 Mus-
lims came over to where friends and I 
were preaching on the resurrection and 
challenged me to an impromptu debate. I 
was reticent to take on their speaker on 
such a short notice, but conceded, and we 
went at it non-stop for over two hours, 
dealing with concepts of the trinity, the 
sonship of Jesus, the resurrection, and 
finally the authority of the Bible vs. the 
Qur'an. The crowd grew to over 300, and 
it was all I could do to keep my concen-
tration above all the rancor and vitriol. I 
was emotionally exhausted by the end, 
and could hardly speak due to the need to 
shout above the clamor. Towards the end 
of the debate I could only count around 10 
Christians in the crowd. It was obvious 
that we were vastly outnumbered, so the 
police came over and stood nearby in case 
any trouble broke out. 
What worries me is that the Muslims 
f r o m the Regen t -Pa rk m o s q u e have 
t h r e a t e n e d to c o n t i n u e this type of 
engagement, throwing one speaker after 
another at me each week, and thus try to 
come up with any way to humiliate me in 
public, and also keep us from preaching 
the gospel. While I am not overly worried 
about humiliation (it won' t be the first 
time), I am concerned that they will neu-
tralize our effectiveness, and scare off the 
few Christians who do come along to give 
us prayer and moral support. 
We need prayer from your end. for 
encouragement of the local Christians, 
and wisdom for those of us who do the 
speaking. I prefer to save my debates for 
the university campuses which have a 
completely different atmosphere, and 
where we have control of the crowds; yet 
I don't want to relinquish the real gains 
we have made among the thinking Mus-
lims at the corner. Pray along with us on 
this one, if you would. With the Lord's 
strength we'll win out over their offen-
sive. 
An Ephesians 3:20 
experience? 
Gary and Mel Andricks— 
Blantyre, Malawi 
Today, we had a good Palm Sunday 
service. After the service, I went with a 
group of men to pray for someone who is 
sick. Then soon after I got home, a well-
known Muslim leader in Malawi came to 
my house for counsel. His wife had left 
him. I felt a real anointing of the Spirit as 
1 spoke to him and prayed for him. Then 
even before he left, Austin, the deputy 
headmaster, came to see me. His 17-year-
old sister has just had a baby out of wed-
lock. He wants to ride with me to Namw-
era tomorrow to see her. We also had a 
good talk about spiritual things before he 
left. I am praying that he will follow 
through in taking a Bible correspondence 
course that we discussed earlier. It is not 
easy, but it is so good to be in ministry 
again! It is hard to put into words, but 
God has done such a wonderful work in 
my life. I feel so blessed at times that I 
can hardly control myself. It seems that 
the Holy Spirit is just "pouring down" his 
love and mercy upon us. Yes, I still get 
overwhelmed at times, but there is really 
a peace that helps me to persevere...Thank 
you for your prayers... 
continued on page 16 





A video for children 
Professional native storytellers 
breathe life into three tales from 
West African, Native American 
and Appalachian cultures. 
Challenges children—adults, 
too!—to ponder what makes for 
peace, harmony and enduring 
friendship. Contact the MCC 
office nearest you for free loan 
of this video. Available for 
purchase from MCC in Akron for 
$25 (Can.) or $20 (U.S.). 
£ V Mennonite Central Committee 
Mennonite Central Committee and MCC U.S. 
21 South 12th Street. PO Box 500 
Akron, PA 17501-0500 
(717)859-1151 (717)859-3889 
Mennonite Central Committee Canada 
134 Plaza Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3T 5K9 
(204) 261-6381 
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Here are the 
questions, what 
are the answers? 
John and Lucille Graybill— 
Osaka, Japan 
Last Saturday night a lady appeared at 
our doorway stating that she had seen our 
church advertisement on TV and asked, 
"Could you help to have my son released 
from a downtown mental hospital?" 
Sunday afternoon a bride I married last 
March came here for a two-hour visit, 
saying she cannot put up with her in-laws 
and husband any longer. The main prob-
lem stems from the bride being forced to 
live in her husband 's home and when 
arguments occur, the husband sides with 
his parents rather than with his wife. What 
can she do? 
Monday night a Korean couple came 
with their son who had failed all three of 
his university entrance exams. They claim 
his grades were good but because of his 
being Korean, the Japanese universities 
will not accept him. What can they do? 
Later, one of the men who attend our 
church and who works at the new Kansai 
airport shared with me that it appears he 
may be losing his job because of down-
sizing. His wife, who lives in Tokyo, sent 
word that she is seeking for a separation 
in their marriage, and he had just wrecked 
his car. What should be his next step? 
We still have no visa. I went to the 
Osaka main office recently to check it out 
and they had no answer to my "why" 
question. However, I did learn that our 
application papers were all sent to Tokyo 
for clearing. What shall we do? (Wait on 
the Lord.) 
Perhaps these examples give you an 
idea that our mission work includes much 
more than just counseling and performing 
wedding ceremonies. Please help us pray 
for these many needs here in our church 
and community. 
e f a t e A 
faiiU<n$ 
J L i i i t A i a A 
by Doyle C. Book 
Doyle and Thelma Book are self-
supporting missionary associates in 
Kitakyushu, Japan. 
The first Brethren in Christ Church planted in Japan 43 years ago achieved a 
new milestone on February 10, 1996. The Hagi Church dedicated to the Lord a 
new building with much rejoicing and the congratulations of celebrants from far 
and near. 
Several members from each of the other two Hagi churches, one protestant and 
one Catholic, attended with their pastor and priest. Brethren in Christ members and 
pastors came from all over Yamaguchi Prefecture and from far-away Nagoya and 
Tokyo. Former members of the Hagi church returned to the place of their spiri-
tual birth from as far as Tokyo. 
Guests of honor could be no more special than those who were present on this 
day. Peter and Mary Willms, who ventured into a great unknown to plant the 
church in 1953, were there. Many tears were shed as those who loved them so 
deeply in the past were afforded the opportunity to hug them and laugh with them 
once again. 
Pete Willms gave a moving message on "The Great Cloud of Witnesses." He 
spoke of American Christians who had prayed and given sacrificially for the birth 
of the church, of former members of the church who are now serving the Lord all 
over Japan and in foreign countries, and of some members of the church who have 
preceded us to their eternal reward but who nevertheless in a spiritual sense are 
alive and with us today. 
Pete spoke in articulate Japanese even after an absence of 27 years. And the 
same message style—deliberate, thoughtful, from deep within—was there, mov-
ing many to tears of joy over the sound of the gospel and in memory of Pete's spir-
itual leadership in past years. 
The beautifully-designed building sits on a slope overlooking Hagi City. 
Mount Tatokoyama, from which the church now takes its name, rises behind the 
building. Countless vehicles which drive to its summit carrying sightseers must 
pass right by the church where a cross rises majestically, proclaiming the Lord-
ship of Jesus Christ over the city of Hagi. 
Banker Okano and his wife continue as pastor of the Hagi Tatokoyama Church, 
and more faithful, dedicated, sacrificing servants of the Lord are seldom to be 
found, even among "ordained" or "seminary trained" leaders. 
The Hagi flock is so small—we remember the many bearers of New Life 
who previously have moved away—and such a large debt remains on the build-
ing that we will want to remember these Christians with our prayers and support. 
But a sense of excitement and anticipation is present, and new plans are being 
formed for outreach into the community. May the Lord "confirm his Word with 
signs following" as our brothers and sisters in Hagi declare his kingdom come. 
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Hospitality— 
Brethren in Christ style 
by Erma Sider 
Someth ing unusual in Brethren in 
Christ circles has been happening in my 
area over the last year. Here and there 
people are gathering for the specific pur-
pose of testing recipes. Lemon grass soup 
from Thailand. Carrot halwa from India. 
Toad-in-the-hole from England. Fry bread 
f r o m Nava jo land . Chicken corn soup 
f r o m Pennsy lvan ia Dutch land. Rice 
quiche from Japan. Tonga chicken from 
Zambia. Chicken pie from Quebec. The 
list goes on.... 
There have been many murmurs of 
approval, such as, "I like it," but also a 
few expressions of, "Well, it 's not my 
favorite dish but it 's okay" as taste buds 
experience new sensations and flavors. 
Why the recipe-testing dinners? At the 
request of the Centennial Celebration 
Committee (representing the Brethren in 
Christ Historical Society and the Board 
for World Missions), we are creating a 
book to help you celebrate 100 years of 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. And 
what a delightful time our cookbook com-
mittee is having as we collect, test, and 
taste rec ipes which have come f rom 
Brethren in Christ people around the 
world and from distinct cultural areas of 
North America! 
However, our goal is not simply to cre-
ate another cookbook to add to your 
already overflowing shelf. What we are 
putting together is a collection of stories, 
customs, and recipes describing how our 
Brethren in Christ sisters and brothers 
share hospitality. This will be a book you 
can use for background material for mis-
sions conferences and Sunday school 
classes. It will contain recipes and menus 
for international church or class dinners. 
And for you who have neighbors from 
another culture and don't quite know how 
to communicate with them, this will be a 
book to assist you in relating cross-cul-
turally. 
One of the key ingredients of our pur-
pose is the celebration of hospitality— 
the kind that Mary and Martha offered in 
their home to Jesus and he exemplified in 
the acceptance and love he extended to 
these gracious hostesses. For we see hos-
pitality as not simply Martha giving food 
or Mary giving her heart. We see it as 
international brothers and sisters offering 
themselves to one another in giving and 
"Cross Training '96" youth leadership retreat 
is planned for Kenbrook Camp, July 19-21 
Cross Training '96, a leadership retreat 
for Brethren in Christ youth, will be held 
July 19-21, 1996, at Kenbrook Bible 
Camp, Lebanon, Pa. This retreat, spon-
sored by the Atlantic and Susquehanna 
Conferences, is designed especially for 
youth who are eager to grow in their rela-
tionship to the Lord, and who will have 
completed 8th to 12th grade at the end of 
the 1995-96 school year. 
Cross Training '96 , an init iat ives-
based retreat, will provide teenagers an 
excellent opportunity to learn and grow 
and meet other like-minded youth, all 
while having tons of fun! The theme is 
"Building the Body," and will include 
three main sessions: "Open Ears," focus-
ing on improving communications and 
dealing with conflict; "Open Arms," find-
ing ways to make our groups inclusive 
and helping others feel welcome; and 
"Open Hands," which emphasizes build-
ing community through serving others 
and developing leadership skills. Steve 
Sider and Mike and Melri Wright, all 
from Ontario, Canada, will be the speak-
ers and worship leaders. 
The retreat starts at 1:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, July 19, and ends at 7:00 p.m. on 
Sunday, July 21. A highlight of the week-
end will be participating in Kenbrook's 
new "high ropes course" on Sunday after-
noon. 
The cost of the retreat is just $60, plus 
$ 10 if you want to order a Cross Training 
'96 T-shirt. For registration information, 
contact Martha Lockwood at the Lancas-
ter Brethren in Christ Church, phone 
(717) 569-5011. Registration deadline is 
June 20. 
receiving, sharing their stories and recipes 
with all of us. We receive them in grati-
tude, with a new awareness of apprecia-
tion for our oneness in Jesus Christ. 
People are already asking when the 
book will be ready. To create a work of 
art takes time, so do be prepared to wait— 
the publication date is 1998. And as you 
wait, get those taste buds ready for a real 
culinary treat—international Brethren in 
Christ style! 
Erma Sider is editor of the cook book. The 
committee is Ethel Brubaker, Erma Hoover, 
Nancy Ives, Anna Jean Mann, Eleanor Poe, 
Ruth Zook, with Kas Bert liaison with the Cen-
tennial Celebration Committee. 
Prayers for 
Burundi 
Mennonite Central Committee 
workers in Burundi say the situa-
tion there has turned worse. In April 
seven peop le were shot on the 
streets of downtown Bujumbura, the 
capital. Two leaders of local partner 
agencies have asked MCC workers 
to look after their families if they 
are killed. 
MCC is asking for prayer for its 
five workers and for the people of 
Burundi, particularly Christian lead-
ers who feel they may be targets 
because of their ethnicity or activi-
ties in working for reconciliation 
and peace. 
"We may not be targets, but we 
could be killed in crossfire or by 
be ing in a v e h i c l e tha t is 
ambushed," wrote Suzy Yoder in a 
recent fax, reflecting on her feelings 
about death. She and her husband, 
Lauren , serve as M C C Burundi 
country representatives. 
In addition to the Yoders, MCC 
workers include John Gray of Rich-
mond, England, Keith Miller of 
Nairobi, Kenya, and Susan Seitz of 
Holt, Mich. The Yoders are from 
Davidson, N.C. 
According to Eric Olfert, MCC 
Africa co-secretary, MCC is not at 
this time considering evacuating the 
MCC workers. "Burundians say the 
expatriates' presence is important. 
Without these outside eyes and ears 
they feel Burundi could take the 
path Rwanda took in 1994." After 
expatriates left Rwanda, wholesale 
massacre took place. 
June 1996 17 
(ykurch f\lews 
Mennonite Brethren, 
Brethren in Christ 
leaders meet 
Fifteen Brethren in Christ 
and Mennonite Brethren bish-
ops, conference ministers, and 
denominational leaders met at 
Grantham, Pa., on April 19-20. 
The group included mostly US 
leaders, but several Canadians 
participated as well. Present 
were the Moderators and Gen-
eral Secretaries of both denom-
inations. 
This meeting of Brethren in 
Christ/Mennonite Brethren rep-
resentatives was the third in the 
last several years. It was clear 
that the meeting was motivated 
by a desire to explore possibil-
ities of networking and resourc-
ing between the two denomina-
tions rather than by any vision 
to integrate or merge. 
There was agreement that 
the denominations have very 
little knowledge of each other. 
This is partially due to geogra-
phy; Mennonite Brethren are 
primarily west of the Missis-
sippi River and most Brethren 
in Christ are east of the Missis-
sippi. Persuaded, however, that 
cultural moods dictate a greater 
need for denominat ions 
resourcing local churches rather 
than churches existing for the 
denomination, the group wres-
tled with a variety of options 
for mutual resourcing and net-
working. 
Against a background of 
perceived similarities and dif-
ferences, the representatives 
explored issues such as mutual 
pastoral training/resourcing; 
sharing theological instructors; 
and co-sponsored seminars, 
retreats, and continuing educa-
tion. Other items discussed 
included the encouragement of 
young people and adults to plan 
occasions for mutual learning 
and the possibility of joint par-
ticipation in service programs 
abroad and domestically. 
The groups will convene 
again in February 1997 in Fres-
no, Calif., and plan to invite 
representation from mission 
and education groups from each 
denomination. 
A joint news release by Marvin 
He in (Mennonite Brethren General 
Secretary) and R. Donald Shafer 
f Brethren in Christ General Secre-
tary). 
Allegheny Conference 
On Apr. 6 the Canoe Creek con-
gregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa., host-
ed a kids' Easter celebration with 
stories by Clara Ritchey, games, and 
refreshments. • The Chambers-
burg. Pa., church presented the 
musical drama "Praise to Our Living 
Lord" on Apr. 6-7. • The theme of 
the Easter sunrise service held around 
a bonfire behind the Fairview Ave. 
church, Waynesboro, Pa., was "No 
Kingdom, and No Fish Either." • 
On Apr. 7 the children of the Five 
Forks church, Waynesboro, pre-
sented the mini-musical, "The East-
er Basket." The church puppets per-
formed "More Than a Miracle." • 
Bruce and Brenda Jackson and their 
three children were in concert Apr. 
21 for Family Life Sunday at the 
Hollowell church, Waynesboro. 
The Iron Springs church, Fair-
field, Pa., hosted a program Apr. 14 
by Rich and Sue Cordell of World 
Gospel Missions in Kenya. • The 
Omegans of the Martinsburg. Pa., 
church sponsored the "Jesus" film 
Apr. 14. The church honored gradu-
ates with an Apr. 26 dinner and 
scrapbooks of their lives. • The Mt. 
Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa., 
presented the 16th annual Living 
Cross in Pageantry and Song on 
Apr. 5-7, directed by Wayne Bru-
baker. The church reports average 
attendance of 49 in care groups, and 
30 in discipleship groups. • Spring 
revival meetings began Apr. 28 with 
Sam Dalton at the South Mountain 
church, Shippensburg. • Arwind 
D'Silva of Virginia, originally of 
India, led revival meetings May 10-
12 for the Van I^ear church, Williams-
port, Md. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Circle of Hope church plant-
ing in inner city Philadelphia, Pa., is 
led by the Rod Whites and the Jeff 
Garises. The first formal worship 
was Mar. 31. They are working with 
a 10,000-person targeted mailing list 
compiled by 100 helpers. • On Mar. 
31 the Cross Roads church. Mount 
Joy, Pa., saw the film "In Remem-
brance" portraying the lives of the 
disciples on their last night with 
Jesus. • The Lancaster Brass Quin-
tet performed at the Apr. 20 Satur-
day Circle of the Elizabethtown, 
Pa., church. • Randy and Dawn 
Marks gave a program of music and 
praise in the Apr. 14 service of the 
Fairland church, Cleona, Pa. 
The clubs year-end wrap-up at 
the Lancaster, Pa., church was a 
catered meal and program by Jona-
than the Magician. • The Easter 
musical drama at the Manor church, 
Mountville, Pa., was "All Hail the 
Power...The Victor." On Apr. 21 the 
church enjoyed a concert by the 
Matthews Brothers, who sing and 
play organ, piano, and trumpets. • 
Bob and Vera Kensinger did sever-
al skits to share the salvation mes-
sage with the Mil lersvi l le , Pa., 
church on Children's Day, Apr. 14. 
Internat ional s tudents and Mim 
Stern spoke in the Apr. 28 service. 
• The youth of the Mt. Pleasant 
church. Mount Joy, Pa., hosted an 
egg hunt and video for children up 
to 10 years of age on Apr. 6. 
The youth of the New Covenant 
church, Quakertown, Pa., presented 
"He's Alive and I 'm Forgiven" in 
April. On Apr. 20, 150 mothers and 
daughters were served a banquet by 
the men. • The New Hope church, 
Harrisburg, Pa., designated Apr. I 
as a day of prayer and fasting specif-
ically for the effectiveness of the 
Easter brochure mailing to the un-
churched, and the sermon series on 
"Angels and Demons." • The New 
Joy church, Akron, Pa., hosted a tal-
ent night and refreshments on Apr. 
14. • James Artz, pastor of Bright 
Hope Church (formerly Shenks), 
Elizabethtown, Pa., spoke at the 
Apr. 14 MPF meeting of the Pal-
myra, Pa., church. Jerry Hegley from 
Lebanon Youth for Christ spoke on 
Apr. 28, Youth Sunday at Palmyra. 
The Pequea congregation, Lan-
caster, Pa., gave $530 in pennies to 
the 40th annual Pa. MCC Relief Sale 
Apr. 5-6. • In April the women's fel-
lowship of the Perkiomen Valley 
church, Collegeville, Pa., hosted a 
mailing campaign to shut-ins and 
members living elsewhere. • The 
jr. highs of the Refton, Pa., church 
planned a retreat for Apr. 19-21 at 
Christian Retreat Center. The moth-
er-daughter banquet speaker May 3 
was Carol Gockley. • In April, 
Nathan King recited the entire book 
of Revelation from memory for the 
Silverdale, Pa., church . • The 
Speedwell Heights church, Lititz, 
Pa., hosted an Apr. 12-13 "Commit-
ted to Care" seminar by Julie Beittel 
f rom Stephen Ministries. • The 
youth of the Summit View church, 
New Holland, Pa., planned a car-
wash for Apr. 6. 
Canadian Conference 
On Apr. 10 the children's clubs 
of the Bertie church, Stevensville, 
Ont., hosted an Easter program and 
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Board meetings are held at Grantham, Pa., unless otherwise noted. For 
more information, contact the denominational office, P.O. Box 290, 
Grantham, Pa. 17027; phone (717) 697-2634. 
June 26-27 Beulah/Upland College & Academy 
Reunion (Upland, Calif.) 
June 29-July 3 General Conference (Azusa, Calif.) 
July 20-28 Memorial Holiness Camp (W.Milton, Ohio) 
Aug. 2-11 Roxbury Holiness Camp (Roxbury, Pa.) 
Sept. 27-28 "An Aging Church in an Aging Society" 
Study Conference—Messiah Village, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Oct. 18-19 Messiah College Homecoming 
Dec. 27-30 YOUthQuest '96: "Dream Big-Live 
Large"-—Tamiment, Pa. 
1 9 9 7 
Jan. 6-12 Mennonite World Conference— 
Calcutta, India 
Jan. 13-19 International Brethren in Christ 
Fellowship—Bihar, India 
18 Evangelical Visitor 
refreshments. Bishop Shaw spoke in 
the Apr. 14 service. • Passion week 
activities at the Bridlewood church. 
Agincourt, Ont., included a conti-
nental breakfast, Apr. 5; a 12-hour 
prayer vigil, Apr. 6; and member-
ship reception, Apr. 7. • The Kraun 
family from Elmira sang in the East-
er se rv ice of the Cross Roads 
church, Guelph, Ont. Two persons 
were bap t i zed Mar . 24. • The 
Caronport High School Choir pre-
sented the musical "The Door" on 
Apr. 12 for the Delisle, Sask., con-
gregation. • Counselor Larry Hart 
was guest at the Apr. 12-13 church 
board and spouses retreat of the 
Falls View church, Niagara Falls, 
Ont. The theme was "Setting Your 
Church Free." 
The Easter cantata performed by 
the Heise Hill congregation, Gorm-
ley. Ont., was "My Faith Still Holds." 
• The Massey Place church, Saska-
toon , Sask . , r ecen t ly hos ted a 
women's seminar with Ann Marie 
Shaw on "Getting to Know You." • 
The Oak Ridges, Ont., church had 
an evening service Apr. 14 for prayer 
and anointing for healing. • John 
Gibbins per formed the dramatic 
m o n o l o g u e f rom "The Highes t 
P l a c e " for the Orchard Creek 
church, St. Catharines, Ont.. on East-
er Sunday. • On Apr. 7, 13 people 
were baptized into the fellowship of 
the Port Colborne, Ont., church. 
The Ridgemount congregation, 
Hamilton, Ont., has combined with 
the Calvary Missionary Church, 
whose pastor has become Ridge-
m o u n t ' s a s s o c i a t e pa s to r . The 
church began a series Apr. 14 on 
"Koinonia: A Recipe for Authentic 
Fe l lowsh ip . " • The Rosebank 
church . Petersburg, Ont. , had a 
Bible conference Apr. 12-14 with 
Henry Ginder on the theme "A Bib-
lical Basis for Sanctification." • 
The youth took part in the Easter 
sunrise service of the Sherkston, 
Ont., church. • The Upper Oaks 
church, Oakville, Ont., began a new 
small group in April on "Restoring 
Your Spiritual Pass ion." • The 
Wainf lee t . Ont. , church hosted 
Canadian Regional Conference Apr. 
26-27. • On Mar. 31 the Christian 
Education board of the Westheights 
church. Kitchener. Ont., gave an 
appreciation dinner for all workers 
and spouses. 
General Conference Information 
\ 
Last minute information 
and reminders 
The deadline for registra-
tion has passed. If you missed 
it, please call Martha Rickman 
at (717) 697-2634 immediate-
ly. She will help you take care 
of the necessary procedures. 
Registration at Conference 
will be held at the north side of 
the Turner Campus Center on 
Friday evening, June 28, from 
7:00-9:00 p.m., and Saturday 
morning from 8:00-9:30 
a.m. Registration will 
include getting a name — 
tag, convention packet, 
r oom as s ignmen t , and 
meal tickets; and register-
ing for General Conference 
membership, youth and chil-
dren's activities, special meet-
ings, etc. 
The information booth at 
Conference will be open from 
5:00-9:30 p.m. (Pacific Time) 
on Thursday, June 27. From 
F r i d a y , J u n e 28, t h r o u g h 
Thursday, July 4, the daily 




are f r o m 7:00 a.m. to 9:30 
p.m. The fol lowing number 
wil l r ing d i rec t ly in to the 
information booth: (818) 812-
3032. If the information booth 
is closed, all calls will auto-
mat i ca l ly go to the Azusa 
C a m p u s S e c u r i t y o f f i c e . 
Please note, Campus Security 
will handle emergency calls 
and situations only! 
Those arriving at unusual 
hours should have already 
i n f o r m e d C h r i s Bert 
(transportation). Chris 
— will make arrange-
ments to have your 
key waiting at the Cam-
pus Security office (first 
floor, Adams Hall). 
Fo r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n , 
check previous issues of the 
Visitor, starting with January, 
or consult the printed program. 
You may contact Ken Mark, 
Convention Director, by call-
ing (717) 7 6 6 - 0 4 0 3 (unt i l 
Wednesday , June 26). You 
may leave a recorded mes-
sage. • 
\ 
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Timelines 
100 Years Ago 
June 15, 1896—"The Conference of 1896 has ordered 
to be published a year book, or directory, of the names and 
addresses of the members of the Church. And in order that 
it may be done correctly we solicit from each district in the 
Brotherhood a list of the names and address of each mem-
ber. To do this, we would suggest the appointment of some 
competent person, in each district, to take the census, or 
names. They should commence with the officials, desig-
nating what their official position in the Church is, and the 
names of the members of each family should follow in 
rotation, always giving the names and address distinctly.... 
We hope our people will not delay this matter, as it is of 
vital importance that it should be complete early." 
75 Years Ago 
June 20, 1921—V. L. Stump describes the train trip to 
General Conference, held for the first time in Upland, 
Calif.: "The various delegations from Pennsylvania, Cana-
da, and the Central States left Chicago on the night of 
June 4...later joined by the Kansas delegation.. .which 
brought the number up to about 130.... The train made 
numerous stops along the way, and at a number of places 
Gospel songs were sung and short talks given to the 
crowds gathered at the stations. On account of the disas-
trous floods thru Colorado, we were routed south....the 
flood waters did not cross our path until after we were 
beyond [the Canadian river], where the foundations of the 
large bridge spanning the river were washed out...." 
50 Years Ago 
June 3,1946—Jesse W. Hoover: "All of us are aware.. . 
of the wide divergence of...interpreting the Bible itself. 
Amid the babel of voices it is not peculiar that inquiring 
minds are sometimes sorely perplexed.... We might be 
surprised at the degree of unity in understanding and appli-
cation of the principles of godliness, if Christians would 
once seriously, consistently and persistently apply them-
selves to a study of the Word alone." 
25 Years Ago 
June 25, 1971—John E. Zercher: "The Church is right 
in understanding that evangelism is in reality the call to 
discipleship.... There is within the Brethren in Christ her-
itage a biblical tension between evangelism and disciple-
ship. The invitation to come is also the call to follow. The 
Church as a body would not feel comfortable if in an 
attempt to resolve this tension we would lose one of these 
biblical concepts." 
10 Years Ago 
June 1986—Byran M. Sollenberger: "I have yet to find 
anything else that can challenge me to memorize passages 
or even entire books of Scripture like quizzing did. Fur-
thermore, through quizzing I have had opportunities to 
encourage and inf luence other teenagers. I can ' t say 
enough about Bible quizzing. It takes time, energy, and 
dedication to be a good quizzer, but the rewards long out-
last the effort invested." 
Central Conference 
The Amherst church, Massillon, 
Ohio, began the 50-Day Adventure 
on Apr. 14: "...Trusting Christ When 
Life Gets Confus ing . " A guess-
who ' s -coming- to -d inner was on 
Apr. 28. • The youth of the Beulah 
Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio, 
planned a yard sale for Apr. 6. • 
Mark and Debb ie B losse r with 
Trans World Radio in Sri Lanka 
spoke on May 5 to the Christian 
Union congregation, Garrett, Ind. • 
Three persons were baptized recent-
ly and three received into the mem-
bership of the Lakeview congrega-
tion, Goodrich, Mich. The youth led 
the Apr. 14 worship service. 
Frank Kipe led renewal services 
on "The Roman Road" Apr. 28— 
May 1 fo r the Nappanee , Ind. , 
church. Pastor Ginder will be fin-
ishing his term of service on July 
31. • The jr. quizzers of the North-
gate fellowship, Tipp City, Ohio, 
placed second out of eight teams at 
the CAN-AM tourney. • On Apr. 
14 Ruth Pawe l sk i spoke to the 
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation 
on "God at Work in Cuba." • Pas-
tor McConnaughay of the Sippo 
Valley congregation, Massillon, 
Ohio, has accepted a call to Calvary 
Bible Brethren in Christ Church in 
Accomac, Va. 
Midwest Conference 
The group Reason sang in the 
Apr. 21 service of the Abilene. 
Kan., church. The congregat ion 
hosted Midwest Regional Confer-
ence Apr. 12-13. • The Rosebank 
church, Hope, Kan., had a soup and 
bread lovefeast on Apr. 4 followed 
by communion and footwashing. A 
"cerea l f e l l owsh ip" on Apr . 28 
included a film from Feature Films 
for Families. • The Zion congre-
gation, Abilene, presented an Easter 
sunrise pageant at Brown's Park. 
Pacific Conference 
The women of the Chino, Calif., 
church began a five-week Tuesday 
study on James on Apr. 16. On Apr. 
21 Carolyn Koons shared her testi-
mony in the evening service. • Two 
members of the Pacific Highway 
congregat ion, Salem, Ore., who 
attended the community Good Fri-
day and Easter sunrise services were 
interviewed and photographed for 
the local newspaper. • The nine-
voice group Triumph blessed the 
Upland. Calif, congregation with an 
Apr. 21 concert. • The Walnut, 
Calif., church scheduled a member-
ship class for Apr. 21 from 1-4 p.m. 
Morris Sider was guest speaker on 
Apr. 14. 
Southeast Conference 
The youth of the Highland Park 
congregation, Dublin, Va., hosted 
Easter breakfast. • On the evening 
of Apr. 14 the Holden Park con-
gregation, Orlando, Fla., hosted the 
video "After You Say 'I Do '" with a 
bridal shower following. • Edith 
Miller spoke in the Apr. 21 Sunday 
school hour of the Mil lerf ie ld ' s 
church, Columbia, Ky., about her 
work in Zambia. • Pastor Naomi 
and Roy Stambaugh of the Win-
chester, Va., church attended the 
pastor and spouses retreat in Ken-
tucky r e c e n t l y w h e r e Te r ry 
Brensinger was resource person. 
Susquehanna Conference 
David Car l son was keyno te 
speaker for the Apr. 28 missions 
conference of the Carlis le , Pa., 
church on the theme "Branches 
Among Us." • The Cedar Grove 
church, Mifflintown, Pa., hosted the 
Apr. 12-13 Regional Conference. 
Pastor Letner began a summer-long 
"You Asked For It" series in April. 
• On May 5 the junior choir of the 
Grantham. Pa., church presented 
"You've Gotta Be Joshin' Us" by 
Dave Noel and Steven Schmidt. • 
The Hanover, Pa., church hosted a 
spring crusade with Ken Gibson 
Apr. 14-21, which included a Chris 
Cowgil concert Apr. 17. • Dr. and 
Mrs. Johnson of Shepherd's Touch 
Ministries led an Apr. 27-28 mar-
riage and family seminar for the 




by W. Edward Rickman 
Cooperative Ministries 
Receipts—Year to Date (U.S. only) 
January 1 - April 30 ,1996 
1996 1995 
Proportionate 612,093 628,657 
Congregational 581,694 618,260 
Individual 30,399 10,397 
Designated and 
Direct Giving 181.240 274,269 
Congregational 79,100 204,854 
Individual 102,140 69,415 
Total to Date 793.333 902.926 
Total Budget 3.781,056 4.091.643 
Received to Date 20.9% 22.1% 
Note: The 1996 column represents only the U.S. 
portion of the CM budget, whereas the 1995 
column includes Canadian budget and giving. 
Moving is a painful experience! Every 
move seems to become more painful. 
Some of the things we have collected 
over the years and counted as absolute 
treasures begin to lose some of their 
value when you learn it will cost more to 
move or ship them than they are worth. 
On the other hand, there are some 
things we possess which have such 
strong and sentimental value that we 
can't bear to part with them. Some of 
them we have protected at great cost to 
ourselves. We have given of ourselves 
and our resources to protect and insure 
some of the valuable assets. 
But what if God asked us to give them 
to him? 
I am reminded of Noah's experience. 
Just imagine what Noah and his family 
had collected for 600 years. When God 
recognized the righteousness of Noah 
and the wickedness and violence of the 
world in which Noah lived, God instruct-
ed Noah to prepare for a major move. 
The first thing Noah had to do was lis-
ten to God's instructions for constructing 
his own moving van (commonly called 
an ARK). The ramifications of accepting 
this assignment from God were absolute-
ly breathtaking. 
First of all, Noah recognized that 
there was only one way to save himself 
and his family. The only other alternative 
was to take his chances that God 
wouldn't really carry through with his 
judgment on the earth. Perhaps God 
would overlook the circumstances and 
provide another means of escape. In that 
case, he and his family could go on liv-
ing their lives normally and determine 
their own course of action. 
On the other hand, Noah recognized 
that if he believed God and obeyed 
God's instructions, it would require him 
to commit his life, his family, his time, 
and, yes, all of his resources. The com-
mitment was irrevocable. 
For literally decades, Noah labored 
and gave of his resources to complete the 
construction of his "moving van" which 
would ultimately be the last and only 
means of salvation for himself and his 
family. It's hard to imagine the ridicule 
he experienced. It's also difficult to fath-
om the depths of his faith to be building 
a "moving van" which would float on 
water when it had never rained and there 
was certainly no way to get this ship to a 
dock for launching. 
Then, when the decades of prepara-
tion were finally completed, imagine the 
faith it took and the ridicule to which he 
was exposed when he took that 
menagerie and all his family into that 
"moving van" and then waited for 7 days 
for it to rain. 
Then the rains came—for 40 days 
they came! And the waters stood on the 
20 Evangelical Visitor 
T h e M a r s h C r e e k c h u r c h , 
Howard, Pa., had revival services 
wi th Char les Burgard Apr . 2 8 — 
May 1. • On May 8 the Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., church began a 15-
week Wednesday series on the book 
Becoming a Contagious Christian. 
• Charles Norman spoke in Holy 
Week services for the Messiah Vil-
lage church, Mechanicsburg. • The 
Easter offering goal to pay down the 
debt of the Redland Valley church. 
York Haven, Pa., was $6,000. Dave 
Barr led evangelistic services Apr. 
3 -7 . • The W e s l e y chu rch , Mt . 
Holly Springs, Pa., shared a Maundy 
T h u r s d a y se rv ice wi th the local 
Church of God. • On Apr. 23 the 
West Shore congregation, Mechan-
icsburg, had an election day bake 
sale with proceeds to missions aux-
iliary projects. 
Among the few correspondents 
who regularly and correctly submit 
their news, we recognize the one 
from Pleasant Hill congregation, 
Ohio. Correctly submitted news 
arrives once a month, by the first 
day of the month; has bulletins 
arranged by date (least recent on 
top), and stapled; and has news-
worthy events highlighted. Con-
gratulations to Pleasant Hill and the 
rest of you who follow the guide-
lines. You make our job much easi-
er. If you do not follow the guide-
lines, may we suggest you begin? 
Guidelines have been mailed to 
all pastors. If your pastor can 'tfind 
the guidelines, contact our office 




Airhardt: Sarah Lindsay, Mar. 
26; Dwight and Corene Airhardt, 
Port Colborne congregation, Ont. 
Breon: Lauren Elizabeth. Apr. 
15; D e n n i s and K a t h y (Swar t z ) 
Breon, Cedar Grove congregation. 
Pa. 
Cober: James Bjorkgren, Apr. 
6; T i m a n d S a n d i ( B j o r k g r e n ) 
Cober, Botswana, Africa. 
Courtney: Evan Taylor, Apr. 2; 
Michael and Donna Courtney, Cross 
Roads congregation, Pa. 
Dubbs: Amanda Blaine, Mar. 
25; Mike and Joyce Dubbs , Mt . 
Rock congregation, Pa. 
Fisher: Grant Robert, Apr. 14; 
Jay and Judy (Klase) Fisher, Manor 
congregation. Pa. 
Gift: Hunter Samuel, Mar. 30; 
Toby and Michelle Gift, Five Forks 
congregation, Pa. 
Hendrixson: Luke Patrick, Apr. 
18; Mark and Cathy (Brosius) Hen-
drixson, Manor congregation, Pa. 
Lambdin: Emily Adren, Jan-
uary 20; Dean and Amy (Hulett) 
Lambdin, Faith congregation, Md. 
McCall : Zachary Allen, Mar. 
15; Dale and Traci (Ross) McCall, 
Eight Square congregation, Pa. 
earth for 150 days. The time line was as fol-
lows: 
Feb. 10—Noah entered the ark 
Feb. 17—Rain began 
July 17—Ark came to rest on Mt. Ararat 
Oct. 1—Mountains became visible 
Jan. 1—Water had dried up 
Feb. 27—-Ground dry; Noah left the Ark 
For a year and 17 days, Noah had his 
family in this sealed "moving van" with an 
unbelievable collection of animals—and the 
ventilation was likely less than adequate. 
Now, here's the most dramatic and 
shocking part of the whole story. 
When they all left the ark, "Noah built an 
altar to the Lord and. taking some of all the 
clean animals and clean birds, he sacrificed 
burnt offerings on it." (Gen. 8:20) 
Here was Noah sacrificing the best of his 
resources after having spent most of his long 
life building a vessel to save them! What a 
turn of events! 
He and his whole family had lived with 
and protected those animals (resources) for 
over a year in that unique environment in 
order to protect them from certain destruc-
tion! And, now that he has saved them, he is 
sacrificing them! If this isn't a paradox, (no 
pun intended), I 've never seen one! 
Surely there is a significant message in 
this that certainly cannot be exhausted in this 
short article. However, let's consider a few 
stewardship lessons that become apparent in 
this event. 
1. Noah's life and experience demonstrate 
the inexplicable connection between salva-
tion and resources. God planned and Noah 
implemented the salvation of his family as 
well as preserving the resources of the earth 
which provided the means for sustaining life. 
2. Noah's actions demonstrated his high 
respect for the resources God had planted on 
the earth. He recognized that these resources 
were God's gift to him and his family, and 
needed to be preserved. 
3. Noah's action following the flood 
demonstrated his stewardship response to 
G o d ' s faithfulness. Noah was willing to sac-
rifice even that which he had spent years 
preserving to honor God and express his 
worship and thanks! 
These are principles which should be 
applied to everything we have. God was so 
pleased with Noah's sacrifice that "...he said 
in his heart: Never again will I curse the 
ground because of man, even though every 
indication of his heart is evil from child-
hood; and never again will I destroy all liv-
ing creatures, as I have done" (Gen. 8:21). 
Noah's example of stewardship has pre-
served life for all these centuries. May we be 
faithful to assure that the treasures in our 
"moving van" are also available to give to 
God for his purposes and glory! 
W. Edward Rickman is Executive Director of 
Stewardship for the Brethren in Christ Church. 
Nichol: Monica Brook, Mar. 21; 
James and Patty (Boyer) Nichol , 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Palmer: Kelly Nicole, Jan. 11; 
Jack and Gretchen (Zerphy) Palmer, 
Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa. 
Potteiger: Kyle Corbin, Mar. 5; 
Michae l and Karen (Baker) Pot-
teiger. West Shore congregation, Pa. 
Slage nwe i t : Zacha ry S imon , 
Apr. 8; Eric and Elaine (Carper) Sla-
genweit, Martinsburg congregation, 
Pa. 
Stapleton: Monterae Jeanette, 
Apr. 7; Andy and Michelle (Longa-
necker) Stapleton, Upland congre-
gation, Calif. 
Taylor: Jacob Ryan, Feb. 19; 
Robert and Kristine (Seward) Tay-
lor, Pleasant View congregation. Pa. 
Temple ton: Kelly El izabeth , 
Apr. 4; Mark and Dawn (Snyder) 
Templeton, Elizabethtown congre-
gation, Pa. 
Thornton: Amy Nicole. Febru-
ary 23; Mark and Ruthanne (Grieve) 
Thornton, Cedar Heights congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Young: Robert Charles , Mar . 
10; Steve and Beverly Young, Jemi-
son Valley congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
B r e n n e r - S t u t e r : K r i s t i ne , 
daughter of Robert and Alma Stuter, 
Upland, Calif., and Steven Brenner, 
W r i g h t w o o d , C a l i f . , Ap r . 6, at 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Gary Schlenz officiating. 







June 30, 1996 
a t 6 : 0 0 p . m . 
in the Meeting House 
Sponsored by Ringgold 
Meeting House Committee 
and Area Churches 
You are welcome to come to the 
church early (by 5:00 p.m.) to 
walk through the building and the 
grounds. An offering will be re-
ceived for Maintenance Projects 
on the church and the grounds. 
Refreshments will be served fol-
lowing the Hymn Sing. 
Directions: Take Rt. 997 south from 
Waynesboro which becomes MD 64. 
Turn left at the sign to Ringgold. 
About 1/2 mile, turn left. The church 
will be seen among the trees. 
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Herr - Shaub: Stacy Lynne, daughter of 
Donald and Carole Shaub and Raymond and 
Sandy Brakefield, and Scott R., son of Ronald 
and Florence Herr, Mar. 30, at Pequea Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Roy J. Peterman offi-
ciating. 
Rowe - Crowe: Tina, daughter of Jack and 
Jonna Crowe, and Donnie, son of Donald and 
Henrietta Rowe, Apr. 20, at Five Forks Brethren 
in Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker offi-
ciating. 
Obituaries 
Berry: William T. Berry, born Sept. 4, 1953, 
son of Diane Stevenson Berry and William G. 
Berry, died Feb. 25. Surviving are his wife, Kitty 
R. (Conway); two sons, Loren and Andrew; a 
daughter, Sarah; maternal grandparents, Leroy 
and Esther Stevenson; and two sisters, Barbara 
Harry and Sandra Considine. Bill was employed 
by Sprint/United Telephone, and enjoyed hunt-
ing, fly fishing, horses, farming, and reading 
about the Civil War. He was a member of the 
Cedar Heights congregation, Pa. The funeral was 
held at the Donald G. Walker Funeral Home with 
Rev. Mark Thornton officiating. Interment was in 
Hays Fearon Cemetery. 
Burkholder: J. Wilbur Burkholder, born 
Dec. 17, 1921, son of Rev. Daniel H. and Mary 
Byers Burkholder, died Mar. 28. Surviving are 
his wife, Pauline E. (Thrush); three daughters, 
Elaine D. Lehman, Karen S. Wildeson, and Kay 
T. Wenger; a son, Stanley J.; nine grandchildren; 
two brothers, Alfred and Asa; and a sister, Nancy 
Jane Hunsberger. Wilbur was a lifelong farmer, 
having been awarded the Pa. Master Farmer 
Award in 1975. He was a member of the Gospel 
Tide advisory board, former director of York 
Farm Credit, and on the board of Messiah Chil-
dren's Home. He had served for 18 years on the 
kitchen committee at Roxbury Camp. He also 
served in numerous positions at the Chambers-
burg, Pa., church where he was a member. The 
funeral was held at the church with Rev. Charlie 
Byers, Rev. Stuart Kelly, and Rev. Kevin Witter 
officiating. Interment was in Air Hill Cemetery. 
Byers: Helen R. Byers, born Dec. 8, 1914, 
daughter of Clarence and Maude Snyder Keller, 
died Mar. 27. She was the widow of Harry R. 
Byers. Surviving are a son, Russell S.; two 
daughters, Kathryn D. Wise and Patricia E. 
Aungst; six grandchildren; nine great-grandchil-
dren; and three brothers, Clarence, Harold, and 
Marlin Keller. Helen had resided at Messiah Vil-
lage since 1993. She was a member of the 
Hummelstown congregation. Pa., where the 
funeral was held with Rev. Danny Jantz officiat-
ing. Interment was in Hanoverdale Cemetery. 
Heisey: Fanny L. Heisey, born May 15, 
Together 
We Can 
An MCC 8-minute video 
An MCC partner in the former 
Yugoslavia once said she 
believed a spiritual blessing had 
arrived with a shipment of MCC 
canned meat. "Together We 
Can" tells the story of the hun-
dreds of volunteers who put up 
some quarter-million cans of 
meat yearly on MCC's mobile 
meat canner, once scoffed at as 
a "crazy idea." Contact the 
MCC office nearest you for free 
loan of this video. Available for 
purchase from MCC in Akron 
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1900, daughter of Simon C. and Anna Linde-
muth Heisey, died Apr. 13. Surviving is a niece, 
Pollyann Flowers. For many years she owned 
and operated Heisey's Children's Shop in Eliza-
bethtown, Pa. She was the oldest member of the 
Elizabethtown congregation, where the funeral 
was held with Rev. J. Earl Musser and Rev. 
Lucille Ulery officiating. Interment was in East 
Donegal Cemetery. 
Lehman: Jonas F. Lehman, born July 6, 
1911, son of Daniel and Ida Fasnacht Lehman, 
died Mar. 28. Surviving are his wife, Sarah A. 
(Buckwalter); four children. Faye Copenhafer, 
Doris Cober, Jeanne D'Agostino, and Raymond; 
nine grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; 
and a brother, Abel F. Lehman. Jonas was a 
member of the Perkiomen Valley congregation. 
Pa., where he was a deacon, Sunday school 
teacher, and representative to MDS. The funeral 
was held at the church with Rev. David Croxford 
officiating. Interment was in the church ceme-
tery. 
Long: Violet W. Long, born Feb. 20, 1920, 
daughter of Stanley and Grace Stydinger White-
sel, died Mar. 11. Preceding her in death was a 
brother. Alfred. Surviving are her husband of 50 
years, J. Nathan Long; 4 sons, Gerald S., Richard 
W„ Dennis E., and Barry A.; 2 daughters, Rita 
Herr and Rosalie A. Long; 11 grandchildren; a 
brother. Rodney Whitesel; and 2 sisters, Miriam 
Yoder and Doris Kilmer. Violet was an active 
member of the Cedar Heights church. Pa., as a 
deacon's wife, Pioneer Girls leader, and contact 
person for Messiah Village. The funeral was held 
at the church with Rev. Mark Thornton and Rev. 
John Bundy officiating. Interment was in Cedar 
Hill Cemetery. 
McGinty: Roy McGinty, born Mar. 9, 1936, 
in Little Rock, Ark., died Apr. 4. Surviving are 
his wife, Alice (Perryman); two daughters. Alli-
son Abbott and Rochelle Brannon; and two 
grandsons. Roy was vice principal of Park West 
High School, Pomona. He was a member of the 
Upland congregation, Calif., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. A. Graybill Brubaker offici-
ating. Interment was in Bellevue Cemetery. 
Nell: Edna M. Nell, born June 22, 1907, 
daughter of Cyrus and Mary Brown Gibbel, died 
Apr. 19. Preceding her in death was her husband, 
Murray Lewis Nell. Surviving are two daugh-
ters, Donna L. Heilman and Shirley Zimmerman; 
three grandchildren; and three sisters, Beulah 
Fike, Hilda Gibbel, and Elizabeth Reber. Edna 
was former co-owner of Paxtang Daily Market, 
and a member of the Messiah Village church, 
Pa. The funeral was held at Neill Funeral Home 
with Rev. J. Robert Lehman officiating. Inter-
ment was in Woodlawn Memorial Gardens. 
Nester: Helen Rebecca Brandt Nester. born 
Feb. 23, 1912, died Apr. 6. She was the widow of 
Lyman E. Nester. Surviving are three sons, Mar-
lin, Robert, and Francis; and three daughters, 
Ethel Shultz, Vilma Coken, and Verna McGar-
vey. Helen was a member of the Mechanicsburg 
church, Pa., where the funeral was held with Rev. 
Kenneth Hepner officiating. Interment was in 
Dillsburg Cemetery. 
Correction: The name of Rev. Wilbur Ben-
ner was omitted from the list of pastors who offi-
ciated at the Cecil Carver funeral. • 
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Messiah celebrates 
commencement 
Messiah College held its 86th annual 
commencement on Saturday, May 11, for 
the 511 graduates of the Class of 1996. 
Dr. Renita J. Weems was this year's com-
mencement speaker. Her address was 
titled "Listening with the Soul." 
Dr. Weems received her B. A. from 
Wellesley College and M.Div. and Ph.D. 
in Old Testament from Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary in Old Testament. She 
has been a professor in Hebrew Bible at 
Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, 
Tenn., since 1987. Dr. Weems was the 
first African-American woman to receive 
a Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible. 
May 1996 Brethren in Christ 
graduates 
Shawna M. Bentch, psychology, Mif-
flintown, PA 
Aaron P. Bert, English, Dillsburg, PA 
Kendric A. Bert, biology w/teaching 
certificate, Mountville, PA 
D a n a M. B i c k s l e r , soc ia l work , 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
Stephanie M. Blessing, early childhood 
education, Netherlands 
Lauri M. Bowers, communicat ion , 
Carlisle, PA 
Dana Crider, mathematics w/teaching 
certificate, Mechanicsburg, PA 
Rebecca L. Ebersole, English, Akron, 
PA 
Rebecca L. Erikson, business adminis-
tration, Dillsburg, PA 
Kristin K. Ernst, family studies, Lan-
caster, PA 
Erin D. Falk, social work, Harrisburg, 
PA 
Shelly L. Farmer, nursing, Carlisle, PA 
Chad W. Frey, Christian education, 
Washington Boro, PA 
Matthew K. Hartman, biology, Cham-
bersburg, PA 
Angela Faithe Heise, mathemat ics 
w/teaching certificate, Harrisburg, PA 
Philip L. Hess, engineering, Lancaster, 
PA 
Brenda R. Horst, mathematics, Man-
heim, PA 
Ashley M. Hostetter, accounting, Dills-
burg, PA 
Lois A. Jensen, biology. Upland, CA 
For the ninth year, 
Messiah College hosted 
the Special Olympics 
Capital Area M Games 
on Thursday, April 19, 
1996. More than 1,000 
volunteers, over 700 of 
these being Messiah 
College students, and 
approximately 970 
athletes converged on 
the Grantham campus 
that day. 
Paul A. Johns, family studies, Nappa-
nee, IN 
Thomas H. Jones, nursing, Carlisle, PA 
Steven R. Jungkeit, Middletown, OH 
Bonita T. Keener, family studies, Eph-
rata, PA 
Eileen J. King, family studies, Lewis-
town, PA 
Joan E. Kline, dietetics, Manheim, PA 
Stephanie R. Lehman, nursing, Trappe, 
PA 
Vaughn E. Miller, computer science, 
Mechanicsburg, PA 
Daniel E. Peckman, biology, Grantham, 
PA 
Kelly J. Robinson, biology, Hollidays-
burg, PA 
Jonathan A. Rudy, accounting, Dills-
burg, PA 
Matthew A. Schwartz, health and phys-
ical education, Manheim, PA 
Melanie B. Starr, mathematics, Man-
heim, PA 
Denice Van Heeringen, psychology, 
Grantham, PA 
Julie L. Walizer, family studies, Green-
castle, PA 
Wendell S. Witter, engineering, Waynes-
boro, PA 
Sylvia L. Zuck, biology, Ephrata, PA 
Scholarship fund named 
in honor of Dr. Ray H. Crist 
Messiah College recently honored Dr. 
Ray H. Crist by establishing an endowed 
scho la r sh ip in his name to p romote 
research. Dr. Crist, a 96-year-old chemist, 
still does research at Messiah five days a 
week. The scholarship was announced at 
a dinner Saturday, April 13, at the Har-
risburg area country club attended by 75 
family members, friends, and colleagues. 
The fund is now accepting gifts, and 
when it reaches a certain predetermined 
amount, awards will be paid out to stu-
dents. As the fund grows, more recipi-
ents will benefit from it. Scholarships will 
be given to upperclassmen engaged in 
r e sea rch or l o o k i n g f o r a c a r e e r in 
research. 
Dr. Ray Crist graduated from Messiah 
Academy (high school) in 1916. He 
obtained a degree in chemistry f rom 
Dickinson College in 1920, and received 
his doctorate from Columbia University 
in New York City in 1926. He taught at 
Columbia from 1927 to 1946. During his 
last two years there he served as project 
director of the Manhattan Project, the top-
secret project to develop the atomic bomb 
at the end of World War II. From 1946 to 
1959 he worked as director of research 
at Union Carbide Corporation and headed 
the company's research institute until he 
retired in 1963, after which he taught at 
Dickinson until 1971. 
When Dr. Crist came back to Messiah 
in 1971, his pr imary purpose was to 
develop environmental science courses, 
which eventually led to the addition of 
an academic major in the subject. When 
this program became well established, he 
turned his focus to research. The focus of 
his research at Messiah has been algae 
found in fresh water ponds in the area 
around the college. This algae will absorb 
toxic metals from contaminated water, 
such as are found in industrial or agricul-
tural runoff. He has attempted to find out 
how this process actually happens. 
Through faculty and student papers 
jointly authored with Dr. Crist, Messiah 
College has developed an international 
reputation in professional journals of 
chemistry and environmental science. 
Dr. Noel Falk, chairman of the Depart-
ment of Natural Sciences and professor of 
biology, says that "Ray is an excellent 
e x a m p l e of wha t it m e a n s to be a 
researcher and move forward in a field. 
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That he allows students to be a part of 
this is a tremendous privilege. Because 
of him, students as well as faculty know 
that one 's professional life can go on as 
long as we live." 
Appropriate solutions 
For much of the month of January, 
"solving problems and answering ques-
tions" was what Messiah College faculty 
members and engineering students did in 
Western Africa. How engineers fit into 
missions is a question the college's Engi-
neering Department has been asking for a 
number of years . For those pursuing 
medicine, education, or ministry, using 
their skills on the mission field may be 
more obvious. Engineers who want to do 
more than just make a living need to learn 
for themselves what it means to be a 
Christian and an engineer. 
Mess iah ' s Engineering Department 
has worked to develop relationships with 
Christian organizations that use technol-
ogy in ministry and service. One compo-
nent of this was interest in developing a 
Christ ian mission and service project 
which would use the skills of engineering 
students and faculty to meet needs in a 
developing area of the world. A long-term 
relationship with a particular community 
would allow students and faculty to make 
a more meaningful contribution than in a 
short-term project. 
This distinctive approach to engineer-
ing is known as appropriate technology. 
The goal is to teach students to approach 
technology more broadly, to see more 
than technology for technology's sake. 
One might say it 's more of a bottom-up 
than a top-down approach. 
Several members of the Messiah Col-
lege community—engineering professor 
Dr. David Vader, engineering students 
S a m u e l B l a n c h a r d and B e n j a m i n 
Claggett, Dr. John Eby from the Office of 
Since one of the purposes of higher edu-
cat ion is to equip s tuden t s wi th the 
resources necessary to live and work in 
this world, I think colleges and universi-
ties should teach students how to under-
stand and work with those coming from 
different cultures." 
They also sought to bring back tech-
nology projects for Messiah students, and 
have formed student teams to seek cul-
turally appropriate solutions to engineer-
ing problems and eventually return to the 
field to implement their work. Some of 
the projects are designed to help mission-
aries directly, like developing solar-pow-
ered lights, wells, and water heaters that 
free up valuable time for ministry. Other 
p ro jec t s would serve A f r i c a n s more 
directly, like working with medical staff 
in the rehabilitation of leprosy patients. 
They also sought to discover interdis-
ciplinary ministry, service, and learning 
opportunities that can involve students 
from many disciplines at the college. Dr. 
Eby , a l so a p r o f e s s o r of soc io logy , 
remarked, "We were all struck by the 
insatiable physical and health needs and 
the difficulty of finding resources. We 
sensed the spiritual power of animism, 
but also the freedom and protection that 
comes in Jesus. Church leaders told us of 
the need for Bible teaching and leader-
ship training. The economic and political 
challenges faced by these countries are 
enormous." 
Everyone involved in the trip felt good 
about what was accomplished. The Direc-
tor of SIM Associates commented, "From 
the viewpoint of exposure to an incredible 
array of SIM ministries, the trip was a 
resounding success. But far more than 
that, the Messiah team saw numerous 
opportunities for involvement and rela-
tionship-building with SIM ministries and 
missionaries. I will assure.. . the school 
that we [will] take advantage of every 
opportunity that derives from the infor-
mation that was collected on the trip." • 
Service-Learning, 
and Cindy Blount 
from Campus Min-
i s t r i e s — v i s i t e d 
countries in north-
west Afr ica along 
with personnel f r o m the Society for 
International Missions (SIM) to research 
potential engineering projects and sites 
for future summer mission trips and ser-
vice-learning assignments. The team vis-
ited the countries of Niger, Burkina Faso, 
Benin, and Liberia. 
Discussions began with SIM back in 
1993. The organization is an interdenom-
inational mission sending agency in the 
evangelical tradition in existence since 
1893. They place more than 450 persons 
overseas for terms of more than four years 
and nearly 150 for shorter terms. Their 
work includes church planting, commu-
nity development, medical work, broad-
cas t ing , and o ther suppor t for local 
churches. 
There were several goals for the trip. 
One was to beg in wha t is hoped to 
become a long-term relationship with 
some of the Africans and missionaries 
they met. Alice Dearborne, a Messiah 
graduate and a SIM miss ionary who 
helped organize the Messiah team's activ-
ities in Burkina Faso, explains, "I have 
become even more convinced of the ben-
efits of making international experience 
more available to students. I grew up 
overseas, and coming 
to A m e r i c a I was 
s t ruck how many 
Americans didn't seem 
to accep t that there 
were different ways of 
t h i n k i n g and d o i n g 
things that were just as 
va l id as the i r own . 
Benjamin Claggett, 
Mark Bruner, and John 
Eby discuss construction 
plans with local workers 
at the site of the new 
school for the Gourma 
church in Burkina Faso. 
The link caretaker 
describes features of 
the photovoltaic solar 
cell array for a 
microwave radio link 
in Burkina Faso to 










Looking at "The Introducer" 
Do you remember your first job? At 
age 16, my first job was bussing tables in 
a restaurant which was located inside the 
Six Flags Magic Mountain amusement 
park in southern California. I didn't know 
it at the time, but landing that job twenty-
two summers ago would change my life 
forever because of someone I met there. 
Donise was a waitress on my shift; she 
was also a Christian. Over a period of 
several weeks, Donise spoke to me about 
the gospel of our Savior. As a result, 
before the summer of 1974 was over, I 
had become a follower of Christ. Human-
ly speaking, Donise led me—or intro-
duced me—to Jesus and I am profoundly 
grateful to her. Who introduced you to 
Jesus? 
In ancient times, officials who intro-
duced people into the presence of royalty 
were called by the Greeksprosagogeus or 
"the in t roducer ." The verb form pro-
sagein means "to bring to" and is used 
five times in the New Testament. The 
noun prosagoge means "a way of en-
trance, access," or "introduction" and is 
found three times in the New Testament. 
This family of Greek words will at once 
light up for us an old truth and remind us 
of ongoing duty. 
On four occasions these words are 
used to speak of Christ 's special work. In 
1 Peter 3:18, Peter says that Christ died in 
order that he might bring us (prosagein) 
to God." In Romans 5:2, Paul teaches that 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ we 
have our access, our introduction (prosa-
goge) "into this grace in which we stand." 
(We will look at this truth in detail in next 
month 's article. There is a unique way in 
which prosagoge is used here that is 
worth a longer look). In Ephesians 2:18 
and 3:12, Paul notes that because of the 
work that Jesus did for us through his life, 
death, and resurrection, we have bold and 
confident "access" to God the Father. 
Often, for many of us, when we read 
such words our eyes glaze over and we 
are left unmoved. But when we discover 
the tremendous pictures which lie behind 
these Greek words, they help light up 
these passages. Let 's briefly survey how 
these words were used in ancient Greek 
writings and the New Testament. 
1.The word prosagein was used of 
bringing to God something or someone 
which would be dedicated to God's ser-
vice. For example, the Septuagint (the 
Greek vers ion of the Old Tes tament 
Scriptures) uses the word for the bringing 
of animal sacrifices to God (Lev. 3:12; 
4:4; 8:14), and for bringing chosen men 
(Aaron and his sons) into the presence of 
God so that they might be set apart or 
ordained as priests for God's worship and 
service (Ex. 29:4). 
2.The word prosagein had a technical 
usage in some pagan religions to describe 
the bringing of a person (an initiate) into 
the presence of something sacred and 
holy. 
3.The Greeks and the New Testament 
writers used prosagein with regularity for 
introducing a person into the presence of 
some higher authority (see Matt. 18:24; 
Luke 2:41; Acts 16:10). William Barclay 
writes that this word was used regularly 
for bringing a person into a court of jus-
tice and before a judge, and that it was 
specially used of introducing a person 
into the presence of a king (New Testa-
ment Words, p. 243). 
Do you see how all this br ings to 
greater light the work of Christ? Jesus is 
the One who brings us into the sacred and 
majestic presence of God without fear. I 
like how Will iam Barclay puts it. He 
writes that Jesus "is God 's introducer. 
When he introduces us to that Presence, 
he introduces us to the supreme authority 
for our lives; he introduces us that we 
may dedicate our life as a sacrifice to the 
service of God." (New Testament Words 
p. 244). This is Jesus—the One who 
brings us to God, in order that we may 
receive grace and give to God our willing 
service. 
What of the ongoing duty I spoke of 
earlier? Let me illustrate with a story. 
Years ago, a young couple opened a small 
general store in the downtown section of 
a large city on the east coast. Year after 
year they scraped by, selling their mer-
chandise . Some years later an urban 
renewal plan was developed by city offi-
cials. The plan included clearing out the 
entire block on the left side of the little 
general store, and building a huge two-
story discount store there. This store, of 
course, would be selling some of the 
things the small general store had been 
selling for years. On the other side of the 
couple 's store, another large area was 
opened up and an enormous grocery store 
was built there. The couple could see the 
problem coming; eclipsed in the shadows 
of these new larger stores, they would be 
facing instant bankruptcy. But they had an 
idea that saved their business. Gathering 
all their savings, they went down to a sign 
shop and had a huge sign built which they 
put above their store. The sign was almost 
as big as the store itself and it read: MAIN 
ENTRANCE HERE. 
In our times, when people in our cul-
ture are choked by lifestyle choices, God 
puts a sign around your neck and mine 
and says—to our surprise—to a watch-
ing world, "You enter through this way." 
Jesus is the prosagoge par excellence. But 
in another sense, as Christians, each of 
us is a little prosagoge. You and I become 
the source of hope and light to those 
searching for direction and purpose in 
life, just like Donise was to me and some-
one like her was to you. 
Rick Mailloux lives near Goshen, Ind. 
MMA scholarships 
support two students 
at Messiah College 
Twenty students attending 10 church-
related colleges and seminaries have been 
selected to benefit from MMA's annuity 
scholarship program in the 1996-97 aca-
demic year . A m o n g those rece iv ing 
scholarships are Melissa Garber, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., and Nathan Alleman, Har-
risonburg, Va., who will be attending 
Messiah College, Grantham, Pa. 
S tuden t s of f ami l i e s who own an 
MMA annuity are eligible for the $500 
scholarships. Students must attend a col-
lege or seminary related to church groups 
served by MMA, be a member or regular 
attender of a church denomination that 
participates in MMA, and demonstrate at 
least $500 of financial need. Preference is 
given to students who have completed 
their first year of college or seminary and 
those who have been involved in a term 
of service for the church. 
The scholarships are made possible by 
MMA members, without increasing their 
costs, through MMA's unique tax status 
as a fraternal benefit association. • 
June 1996 25 
f j i s c i p l e e h i p for the 21 et Century 
Correction: In the April issue, this col-
umn referred to relocation of a major 
government institution from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem. The institution for which U.S. 
politicians are considering relocation is 
the U.S. Embassy, not the Israeli capital. 
SMB 
Will he find faith 
on the earth? 
by Samuel M. Brubaker 
The wording of our title is a question 
posed by Jesus to his disciples after giv-
ing them an illustration of persistence 
(Luke 18:1-8). If the unjust judge, for 
wrong motivations, rewarded the persis-
tence of the poor widow, how much more 
will a just and benevolent God respond to 
the needs of those who trust in him? Jesus 
concludes this brief lesson by extending 
the issue with a question—at the end of 
the age, will there be those who continue 
to put their trust in God? 
I believe that Jesus spoke this question 
not because he lacked the answer, nor 
because he believed the answer was "no," 
but because he wanted to remind his fol-
lowers of the potential of becoming faith-
less. 
Let 's look at the meaning of faith. I 
am not using the word here to refer to a 
system of religion, or to a sort of hope 
that there is Someone out there in control 
of things on earth—that eventually every-
thing will turn out right. I am referring to 
a firm belief that there is a transcendent 
being who is involved with human affairs 
and who became incarnate in the person 
of Jesus Christ; that Jesus taught and 
exemplified God's ways for human liv-
ing; that Jesus' death was substitution-
ary for the sins of all humankind; and 
that his resurrection was the vindication 
of his claims about himself and his work. 
The ear ly Chr i s t i ans he ld such a 
belief, and attested to it as eyewitnesses. 
They were so convinced of the objective 
Tightness of their reports about Jesus that 
they subjected themselves to all sorts of 
inconvenience, deprivations, persecution, 
and even martyrdom, rather than deny 
what they knew to be true. We in our day 
cannot achieve eyewitness status as wit-
nesses. We must rely on the historicity of 
the reports of Jesus' contemporaries, and 
on the subjective experience of what hap-
pens within us as we come to faith and 
act upon it. Though we have not seen 
Jesus during his ministry, nor on the 
cross, nor in his resurrected body, we 
believe because the witnesses are credi-
ble—there is sufficient substantiating evi-
dence to corroborate their reports. Thus 
we base our lives on the reality of Jesus' 
life, teachings, death, and resurrection. 
The Apostles' Creed is a statement 
which reviews the objective reality upon 
which the Christian religion rests. It 
emphasizes who God is and what he has 
done through Jesus Christ. It states the 
fact of Jesus' resurrection. This creedal 
1996 Holy Land Bike Tour 
In 1994, Kevin Thrush, a member of the Lancaster (Pa.) Breth-
ren in Christ Church, participated in the Holy Land Bike Tour. In 
1995, his pastor, James Ernst, participated. 
This is your invitation to join the 5th annual Biblical Bike Ride 
through Israel and Jordan to benefit the Nazareth Christian Hospi-
tal, Israel, Nov. 1-10, 1996. 
Raise $3,800 in tax-deductible donations and go free from New 
York. Sites include Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Jordan Valley, Petra, 
Dead Sea, Red Sea, and Jerusalem. 
For information, call the Nazareth Project, (717) 859-1389. 
statement is an example of God-focused 
faith. 
There is an inherent danger in enjoy-
ment of the personal blessings which flow 
from a firm and lifechanging belief in 
God and his work through his son Jesus 
Christ, a danger which our evil enemy 
exploits quite artfully. I am referring to 
the human tendency to become self-
focused in our expression of faith—even 
in our motivation to faith. 
It is so easy to focus on what God has 
done for me rather than on who he is. I 
am more readily prompted to worship in 
response to some good fortune, than in 
response to con templa t ion of G o d ' s 
nature and his work through Jesus Christ. 
Faith which is God-centered worships 
even when one 's human circumstances 
are unfavorable. It is not dependent on 
the subjectivity of human emotion. It is 
grounded on a reliable record of historical 
events. 
This is not to diminish the reality and 
the value of the subject ive emot ions 
which attend the personal religious expe-
rience and the faith f rom which those 
experiences flow. 
Despite the science and technology 
which shape the material and physical 
arenas of life, there seems to be a growing 
tendency for subjectivism and self-focus 
in matters of religion. Many and varied 
subjective religious concepts and prac-
tices are acceptable to unbelievers. This 
philosophy says that if I like it, if it seems 
good to me, if I can experience it, i t ' s 
real. By this philosophy, we make our-
selves the arbiters of truth. We have 
assumed the role of God. We have made 
God in our image. 
We should not be surprised to find this 
tendency among those who deny God. 
We who are believers are surrounded by 
many unbelievers; it has always been so. 
Our culture is pervaded by the strange 
combination of denial of God and affir-
mation of all sorts of subjective non-
Christian religious notions. The challenge 
to us is to prevent this subjectivism, this 
self-focus, f rom becoming the primary 
motivation and basis for our own person-
al faith. 
Samuel Brubaker is a physician who lives 
in Arcanum, Ohio. 
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fyalogue 
Response to "Shall we 
go up to Jerusalem?" 
Samuel Brubaker's article "Shall we 
go up to Jerusalem?" (April 1996 Visi-
tor) was based on several e r roneous 
a s s u m p t i o n s and was t h e o l o g i c a l l y 
incomplete in its approach, and therefore 
I feel that a response is in order. 
Mr. Brubaker states that "poli t ical 
views are ultimately an expression of the-
ology." Contrary to this claim, the issue 
concerning moving the U.S. embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem is not, or at 
least should not be, a theological issue; it 
is political. If Tel Aviv is the capital of 
Israel, then the embassy should remain 
there. But if Jerusalem is the capital, then 
it should be moved. This question can 
and should be considered separately from 
theology. Unfortunately many Christians, 
including Mr. Brubaker, have failed to 
keep that distinction between the realms 
of politics and theology. 
The second erroneous assumption in 
the article is that "The reestablishment of 
Israel in the 20th century is the political 
outworking of a theological perspective." 
It is true that many Christians in this cen-
tury, and even before, have held that the 
outworking of biblical prophecy would 
involve the establishment of a Jewish 
state. Yet it is quite another matter to 
claim that the actual establishment of 
such a state is the result of such a theo-
logical position. Could a theological posi-
t ion have caused the soc io-pol i t i ca l 
upheavals that initiated Jewish return to 
Israel in the end of the last century? Could 
such theology have brought about the 
holocaust which drove Jews to the land 
after World War II? Could theology have 
caused Russia to cast its crucial vote in 
favor of the creation of a Jewish state in 
the UN partition plan vote of 1947? Could 
theology have defended the new Jewish 
state against the invasion of the f ive 
neighboring nations? 
No, theology could not have caused 
these events. Looking objectively at the 
last one hundred years of history con-
cerning the Jewish people, I personally 
find it difficult to understand how these 
things could have come about except that 
the hand of God was involved. Yet per-
sonal views concerning history are not a 
basis for developing theology. Rather, a 
careful look at Scripture is needed. 
A look at three covenants 
To understand God's plan for Israel, 
It was good to see the article "Context 
for Renewal" in the April issue, and to 
know that there has been consideration 
of the renewal God is bringing to so many 
parts of the world today. The elements as 
described in the article are certainly valid 
parts of prepar ing ourselves and our 
churches for God 's work in our midst. 
But I was surprised to reach the end of the 
article and realize that prayer and worship 
were mentioned only in limited ways. 
Prayer was mentioned in reference to 
repentance and the filling of the Holy 
Spirit, with only a passing comment about 
prayer being a way of life. Prayer must 
become more than an add-on that deals 
only with our personal relationship with 
God if we wish to have renewal in our 
churches. It must be one of the center-
pieces of what we do as believers and 
churches if we truly want to experience 
God's renewal. Our prayer times should 
be not only about ourselves, but for our 
congregation, community , the church 
nationally and internationally, and other 
concerns of which we become aware. Per-
and indeed to understand Paul 's writings 
in Romans 9-11, we need to look at the 
three covenants which God made with 
Abraham and his descendants. 
The covenant which God made with 
Abraham was unconditional, irrevocable, 
and confirmed with an oath. The obedi-
ence of Abram to the call of God to leave 
Ur eventually brought about the making 
of the Covenant between the Portions, in 
which God promised the land of Canaan 
to Abram.1 This covenant is then reaf-
firmed in Genesis 17:1-8. Concerning the 
land and the irrevocable nature of the 
promise God says, "And I will establish 
my covenant between me and you and 
your descendants after you throughout 
the i r gene ra t ions fo r an eve r l a s t ing 
covenant, to be God to you and to your 
descendants after you. And I will give to 
you, and to your descendants after you, 
the land of your sojournings, all the land 
of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; 
and I will be their God. '" This covenant 
was an unconditional covenant which 
continued on page 28 
sonal and corporate prayer need to be 
vital elements of the context renewal. 
As I have read about the renewal God 
is bringing around the world and partic-
ipated in services where renewal is begin-
ning to occur, vibrant worship and praise 
are obvious characteristics of what is hap-
pening. Even where "renewal" may not 
be seen, heartfelt worship of our Lord in 
various forms depending on the situation 
is either taking place or desired by so 
many believers. I believe that God will 
not send renewal to Christians who only 
want to be observers. The context for 
renewal includes worship and I was dis-
appointed to not see it included in this 
report by the Task Force. 
May "the church open itself up to the 
sovereign rule of Jesus through his Spir-
it 's activity in the church's midst" and 
not shut down the Spirit's work, even if it 
makes us uncomfortable or looks differ-
ent than we think it should. Lord, let "the 
renewal winds blow upon the church. " 
Paul A. Hensel 
Mount Joy, Pa. 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers 
Respond (letters to the editor) are 
encouraged to be concise. Letters 
may be shortened. All letters must 
be signed. Occasionally we may 
decide to withhold names due to 
special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are wel-
comed for Dialogue, a forum for 
readers to express their opinions on 
a broad range of topics relevant to 
the mission of the church and to liv-
ing the Christian life. 
Each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, and does not 
necessarily reflect the official posi-
tion or policy of the Brethren in 
Christ Church or this periodical. 
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God in his sovereignty chose to make. 
The covenant of the Mosaic Law which 
came afterwards in no way nullified or 
affected the unconditional, irrevocable 
promise made to Abraham. The Apostle 
Paul states that "the law, which came four 
hundred and thirty years afterward, does 
not annul a covenant previously ratified 
by God, so as to make the promise void."3 
The writer of the book of Hebrews also 
affirms the unbreakable nature of these 
promises of God to Abraham.4 
The New Covenant which was made 
with the house of Israel does not come to 
m o d i f y or r e p l a c e the A b r a h a m i c 
Covenant. Rather, it was given to replace 
the M o s a i c C o v e n a n t . T h e M o s a i c 
C o v e n a n t , u n l i k e the A b r a h a m i c 
Covenant, was conditional5 and, indeed, 
was broken by the people of Israel. The 
New Covenant is God's replacement for 
the broken Mosaic Covenant. "Behold, 
the days are coming, says the Lord, when 
I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah, 
not like the covenant which I made with 
their fathers when I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my 
covenant which they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the Lord." 6 
The Mosaic Covenant which was bro-
ken made provision for the holy priest-
hood for the nation of Israel.7 As a result 
of the New Covenant, this priesthood 
passes to all believers, Jew and Gentile.8 
As the Mosaic Covenant did not in any 
way nullify the Abrahamic Covenant, so 
too the New Covenant in no way affects 
the provisions and promises of God ' s 
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covenant with Abraham, including the 
promises concerning the land. 
Possession vs. Promise 
God gave the land to the descendants 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as the result 
of an unconditional covenant, yet he also 
promised that the sins of idolatry and dis-
obedience would eventually lead to ejec-
t ion f r o m the l and w h i c h God had 
promised.9 This ejection, however, was 
never to be final, and was in no way a 
breach of the promise made to Abraham. 
The Lord proclaimed through the prophet 
Jeremiah that if the sun and moon would 
pass away, only then would he cast away 
Israel from being a nation.10 The prophet 
Amos, among others, prophesies of the 
day in which God will restore the people 
of Israel to their own land, never to be 
uprooted again. "I will restore the for-
tunes of my people Israel, and they shall 
rebui ld the ruined ci t ies and inhabi t 
them;...I will plant them upon their land, 
and they shall never again be plucked up 
out of the land which I h a v e g iven 
them."" 
Conclusion 
S c r i p t u r e is c l ea r tha t God is a 
covenant-keeping and faithful God, and 
therefore he shall restore the people of 
Israel to the land he promised and ulti-
mately, and even more importantly, to 
himself through their own Messiah. 
Perhaps it would be appropriate to 
close with words of wisdom from Rabbi 
Gamaliel, as quoted in the book of Acts, 
"...if this plan or this undertaking is of 
men, it will fail; but if it is of God, you 
will not be able to overthrow them. You 
might even be found opposing God!"12 
David Miller 
Kitale, Kenya 















Focusing our Mission... 
continued from page 30 
pie sat on the ground under a large cov-
ering of palm branches layered over 
bamboo poles. One afternoon from 3:00 
to 5:00 we played games. There was lots 
of noise as 1,000 people cheered for 
those from their own village or church. 
One late afternoon was devoted to a 
musical contest for vocal groups from 
the various churches, with a prize being 
given to the winner. One of the favorite 
songs (liberally translated) is, "We want 
the whole world to know that we love 
Christ." I 'm letting you know. 
Offering time might have taken 20 
minutes or more as people brought their 
offerings of money, grains, oil, goats, 
chickens, and pigeons to present to the 
Lord. Three meals were prepared each 
day on open fires for 1,000 people. 
Time was given for testimonies, 15 
prayed to receive Christ as their Savior, 
and the highlight of the conference was 
the baptism of 77 new Christians who 
had completed the baptismal classes. 
(More of those numbers.) 
The numbers don't really tell the 
story, but they do provide a visual 
image helping us to see the hand of God 
at work in his church. The numbers rep-
resent hope—otherwise, there is very 
little. They represent faith—faith in 
God's Son and what he has done for out-
world; faith in the only God who hears 
prayer and who answers in his own 
benevolent way. They represent love— 
acceptance into God's family, the won-
der of forgiveness, the unity of brother-
hood, and eternity in the heart. 
I believe these numbers reflect the 
three-fold emphasis of the vision state-
ment of the North American 
church...growing, discipling, and send-
ing. The international church is a grow-
ing church, discipling its people to walk 
in the ways of God, and sending them 
forth to reap again in the great harvest 
fields of the world. The pattern is uni-
versal. 
Numbers don't tell the story, but they 
do indicate that the story is being told. 
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Dear Paul, 
I hear you may be coming west for General Conference. 
Seeing as you've always wanted to travel to Spain, you might 
as well extend your trip a bit and come all the way out to the 
Western Empire. If for no other reason, it would do you good 
to air out a little after all those months stuck in that freezing 
cold prison in Rome. 
I need to warn you about some things before you venture 
west. Things are different out here. I wouldn't say it 's better or 
worse. It 's just that, in many ways, well...it's just plain weird. 
The first thing you need to know is that you won't be walk-
ing ANYWHERE. Nobody walks in the Western Empire. The 
whole culture revolves around automobiles. With the advent of 
the car-phone and the lap-top computer, many people are find-
ing that there's really no reason to leave their vehicles once 
they've belted themselves in. You drive 
down the freeway any morning of any 
day and you'll see people eating in their 
car, talking on the phone in their car, 
reading the newspaper in their car, and 
putting on their make-up in their car—all 
while maneuvering through bumper-to-
bumper traffic. It 's a remarkably talented 
breed of people. 
Speaking of freeways, they are the 
reason we love our cars. You can get to 
anywhere from anywhere with not too 
much hassle. One rule of thumb: The 
freeways are never referred to as "inter-
states" or "highways." You simply refer 
to them by number, and give directions 
accordingly: "Take the 60 west to the 57 
north to the 210 west, exit Citrus and you 
can't miss it." Once you've memorized 
the code you can literally be at any of the 
entertainment parks—be it Disneyland, 
Universal Studios, or the Crystal Cathe-
dral—in less than an hour. 
One thing you may have heard is that you shouldn't breathe 
the air out here. It 's true, the smog is sometimes thick enough 
to walk on. Why, just today a nationwide survey revealed that 
the Western Empire has the worst air in the entire country. 
Supposedly, breathing the air out here will reduce one's life 
expectancy by an average of one to two years. With that in 
mind, we 've decided to adopt a policy suggested by our Presi-
dent a few years back. We tell people that it 's okay to breathe 
the air just as long as you don't inhale. 
Ours is a unique brand of spirituality. I imagine the Lord 
spends an equal amount of time smiling and crying over the 
state of the church here. If the number of bumper stickers and 
chrome fish symbols found on motor vehicles were any indica-
tion of spiritual commitment, you'd think that the New 
Jerusalem had already descended and that it was bordered on 
one side by the Pacific Ocean. There's no question that we 
have the highest concentration of mini-vans with "God is Awe-
some!" stickers anywhere in the world! 
But sometimes it 's hard to determine what is faith and what 
is fad. For instance, there's a church in Redondo Beach that is 
targeting a particular group of unreached people long consid-
ered lost to the gospel. The name of the church is Surfer's 
Chapel. I don't know much about its theology, but it has a 
great logo: a cross at the crest of an absolutely perfect wave 
breaking both left and right onto a sunlit beach. Like I said, I 
haven't investigated their doctrine, but they definitely have the 
coolest T-shirts in Christendom. 
One thing I do like about the church out here is the dress 
code. In short, there is none. We tend to agree with the breth-
ren of an earlier era one hundred per-
cent: Neckties ARE worldly. How 
could anything so uncomfortable be 
anything but of the devil? You might 
want to encourage those in Jerusalem 
still trying to decide how to dress for 
Conference that the Lord has already 
spoken on this matter. "Man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord 
looks at the heart." Relax. This is the 
West. Come as you are. 
Actually, I 've always thought it 
would be fun if, just once, the General 
Secretary were to wear a Hawaiian shirt 
to a business session of Conference. 
After all, he used to live out here before 
he moved to Jerusalem. I mean, if the 
bishops can get away with doing a rap 
video, what would stop the Big Kahuna 
from coming casual to conference? It 's 
just an idea. 
One last thing I forgot to mention 
and that's what to do for a late night 
snack once you get here. I have only one word of advice for 
you: In 'N Out Burger. You'll find the nearest one at the corner 
of the 210 and Azusa Avenue. Not only does it have the Dou-
ble-Double—the best hamburger in the West—but it 's also 
sanctified as well. Check out the bottom of every drink and 
you will find imprinted on the underside of the cup, "John 
3:16." 
No kidding. Call it, "Pepsivangelism." 
You figure it out. I guess it 's just one of those Western 
Empire things. Not better or worse, just a little bit weird. 
I'll meet you at the corner of the 210 and Azusa Avenue, 
brother. 
And as they say out here: Have a nice day. 
Your Brother in Christ, 
O. 
Readers may correspond with Onesimus by writing to him c/o the Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN46550. 
Letters to Onesimus may be published unless they are marked "Personal-Not for Publication." 
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Numbers aren't 
everything... 
by Jack McClane 
...but sometimes they are a signifi-
cant part of the story. Someone was 
counting on the day of Pentecost, for the 
record reads: "Those who accepted this 
message were baptized, and about 3,000 
were added to their number that day." 
The same record says that some days 
later, "Many who heard the message 
believed, and the number of men grew 
to about 5,000" (Acts 4:4). Someone 
was still counting. Even in the Old Tes-
tament, there is an entire book dealing 
with "Numbers." 
It is not the numbers but the stories 
they tell which are important. In Acts, 
part of the story told about these thou-
sands of people is that "They devoted 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
to the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread, and to prayer." In the nomencla-
ture of our day, we would call it disci-
pleship (teaching), nurture (fellowship), 
evangelism (breaking or sharing the 
bread), and worship (prayer). 
Some special numbers come to my 
mind as I reflect on recent events. Trudy 
and I stood with John and Ethel Sider on 
the bank of a pond with some 300 vil-
lagers just outside the village of 
Gumhariya in India (it's not on the 
map), and witnessed the baptism of 17 
people. Each one had a story to tell. 
Upon arriving at this Santal village, we 
found that a 10-year-old boy had just 
died. His parents were among those who 
were to be baptized that afternoon. Fol-
lowing a brief funeral service, a grave 
was quickly dug in the sandy soil. The 
boy was then wrapped in a shroud, 
250 Growing, Discipling, 
Sending Congregations 
by A.D. 2000 
sprinkled with some oil, and laid to rest 
with his homemade bow and arrows. 
Through tears of sorrow, the mother of 
the child said to me, "Our son was to be 
baptized with us today. Will he still go 
to heaven?" We assured her that she 
would see her son again. In less than an 
hour the mother and father of the boy 
were baptized. Among others being 
baptized that day were two men con-
verted from the Hindu priesthood. Pas-
tor Murmu, who serves four congrega-
tions, had been discipling these 17 
adults for months prior to the baptism. 
(Lots of numbers in that paragraph.) 
Two days later a congregation met 
us outside the village of Begampur (it's 
not on the map either), and with singing 
proceeded to the newly-constructed 
church for a service of dedication. 
These people had built their own 
church with sacrificial offerings. Each 
month for well over a year they brought 
to the church their homemade clay pots 
of oil and rice with an occasional chick-
en or goat. With the sale of their com-
bined offerings they purchased bricks 
and mortar, nails and lumber, and what 
a celebration for these 250 people. The 
youth of the church, under the training 
and leadership of Pastor Joel Marandi, 
are evangelizing each village between 
the new church building and the border 
of Nepal. They now serve four congre-
gations. (There are those numbers 
again.) 
Beautiful smiles were on the faces of 
105 boys and girls who live at the 
Brethren in Christ hostel in Purnea, 
India, and had their pictures taken one 
morning. They are the children of 
Brethren in Christ families living in 
surrounding villages. Through the 
SPICE program of Brethren in Christ 
World Missions, these children are 
housed, fed, and cared for at a cost of 
$100 per child per year (another one 
of those numbers), in order for 
them to get an education. 
Our present leadership in 
the Brethren in Christ 
Church of India is a 
product of this ministry 
and from this group will 
likely come the next 
generation of leaders. 
Eight hours of travel-
ing over rough, deterio-
rating roads, with occasional diversions, 
took us across the border to Nepal, the 
mission field of the Brethren in Christ 
Church of India. Getting to the village 
of Hatibanda was an "experience." (This 
village isn't on the map either.) The 
paths were intended for oxcarts, bicy-
cles, and people on foot—not for jeeps. 
Dust poured in, rivers without bridges 
were crossed, and then the numbers kick 
in again. 
We estimated 200 people attended 
the dedication of a new church building 
constructed on locally-donated property 
and with offerings sent from the Breth-
ren in Christ church planting in Wauke-
sha, Wisconsin. Following the service, 
we chased the water buffalo out of the 
pool and then baptized 23 adult believ-
ers. (Those numbers again!) These con-
verts from Hinduism chose to obey God 
rather than their country's law of "no 
conversions." They represented persons 
from four different tribes who found 
their oneness in Christ. It makes you 
think of that great verse, Revelation 7:9, 
which speaks of persons "from every 
nation, tribe, people, and language 
standing before the throne and in front 
of the Lamb." The Brethren in Christ 
Church now forms the largest group of 
churches in eastern Nepal, and is 
becoming known throughout this coun-
try at the foot of the Himalayas. 
The numbers continue. We gathered 
with over 1,000 registered persons for 
the annual conference of one of our 
three regions in the state of Orissa, 
India. This district has 27 churches. 
Some families walked for two days to 
be present. Each person paid a registra-
tion fee of one sack of rice and five 
rupees (20 cents). Activities for the two 
days began each morning at 7:30 and 
ended between 9:30 and 10:00 o'clock 
at night. We held multiple services, each 
having two or three sermons, as the peo-
continued on page 28 
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Things to pack for General Conference 
This month Onesimus, who for a period of time lived not 
too far f rom the City of Angels, suggests that persons attend-
ing General Conference at Azusa Pacific University pack 
only casual clothing. He writes: 
We tend to agree with the brethren of an earlier era 
one hundred percent: neckties are worldly. How could 
anything so uncomfortable be anything but of the devil. 
You might want to encourage those...still trying to 
decide how to dress for Conference that the Lord has 
already spoken on this matter. "Man looks at the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." 
Relax. This is the West. Come as you are. 
That sounds good to me, although I probably will toss at 
least one tie and sports coat into my flight bag. 
Cont inuing the tips for the wise Conference traveler, I 
suggest you locate and pack the following accessories which 
will prove to be invaluable during the days of Conference. 
1. Be sure to pack a love for God and other believers. Like 
an American Express card ("Don ' t leave home without it"), 
this is indispensable! It seems foolish to think you or I would 
need to be reminded of this. However, we have a son who for-
got to take shoes along on a trip to his brother 's college grad-
uation. (He was barefoot when he got into the car, and many 
hours later discovered he was shoe-less in more ways than 
one!) I have learned that at t imes one must state the obvious. 
The Apostle John may have felt the same way when he wrote, 
"Dear fr iends, let us love one another, for love comes f rom 
God" (1 John 4:7-8). 
2. On the lighter side, be sure to bring along your curios-
ity. Conference is a great place to make new friends and dis-
cover how God is working in new and exciting ways. Sure, 
you'l l meet old friends with whom you' l l want to spend time. 
But why not decide now to introduce yourself to at least one 
person each day whom you do not know (ideally, f rom anoth-
er state or province). The lunch line provides an excellent 
opportunity to "redeem the t ime"—you ' l l probably have ten 
minutes or more to talk together. 
3. Don ' t forget your appreciation of history. After all, 
this is the 114th General Conference. While we should not 
unduly reverence the past, we do well to learn from it. We can 
celebrate the ways God has blessed the church in past years 
while we seek to fai thfully fol low God into the new millen-
nium. (Trust me, you will find plenty of people at Conference 
who can speak authoritatively about the "good old days." 
Just ask the right question and be prepared to spend some 
"quality t ime" listening.) 
4. Locate and brush the dust off your sense of proportion. 
This may come as news to some people, but not every issue 
at Conference is a BIG ISSUE. Some things are "small pota-
toes." As an editor, I am concerned that all " t ' s" are crossed 
and " i ' s " are dotted. That ' s my call ing—and when words are 
put into print, one ought to make every effort to be correct. 
(Errors crop up on their own often enough.) However, for a 
group of 400-500 people to try to serve as an editorial com-
mittee is not only a foolish waste of time, it is utterly impos-
sible. 
On the other hand, a critically important issue is often 
couched in a few simple sentences. A healthy sense of pro-
portion will enable us to discern between minor matters 
which can be handled "editorially" and major issues which 
need thorough discussion before good decisions can be made. 
5. Poke around in your sock drawer and find your respect 
for leaders. This is one of the "hot topics" of the 1990s: the 
nature and function of leaders in the life of the church. Some 
people love leaders as long as the leaders' ideas mesh with 
their own. But don't expect them to follow anyone who has the 
temerity to suggest an approach or plan they don't perceive as 
important. As we bump into this thorny issue—and it is sure 
to surface more than once at this General Conference—let 's 
remember Paul's wise counsel, "And now, friends, we ask you 
to honor those leaders who work so hard for you, who have 
been given the responsibility of urging and guiding you along 
in your obedience. Overwhelm them with appreciation and 
love!" (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13, The Message). 
6. Finally (and related to this issue of leadership), be sure 
to pack an understanding of a group's process of discern-
ment. This may be the most difficult thing to locate and pack, 
but it is of utmost importance if the hours we spend together 
in General Conference sessions are to be productive and 
rewarding. 
The Brethren in Christ bel ieve that God calls and the 
church confirms persons to positions of leadership. We expect 
these leaders to do their homework well, to spend time with 
God and with other leaders in discerning God 's will and pur-
pose for the church. At the same time, we believe that God 
uses the body of believers, represented by the delegate body 
convened at General Conference, to share in the process of 
discerning God ' s will and the ways in which our 225-plus 
congregations are involved in doing God ' s will. 
Clearly the task of the delegate body is not simply to "rub-
ber s tamp" each and every recommendation presented. Con-
ference has the responsibility to make sure that proposals 
have been well-conceived and are headed in the right direc-
tion. Delegates might ask if alternative approaches were con-
sidered, and why they were not chosen. 
At the same time, delegates need to remember they are 
called to work for the good of the entire denomination rather 
than trying to advance an individual point of view. (Of course 
one might believe the alternative he or she is proposing is best 
for the whole group. Here the give-and-take of healthy debate 
on the floor of Conference will help to test conflicting views.) 
No doubt you could add to this list of essentials other 
items you feel each delegate ought to pack. It 's possible that 
your suggestions might be at odds with something on my list. 
That 's fine; bring them along anyway. And who really will 
care that I ' m wearing a short-sleeve Brittania sports shirt 
while you have on your gaudy Hawaiian gear? 
G 
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A springtime gardener toils 
with steadfast might, 
Breaking ground, unearthing 
root and rock. 
Hope and wisdom say the time 
is right; 
The soil's rich inheritance to 
unlock. 
With joy he turns the 
spade and hoes the 
clod; 
He trusts the earth, the 
sun, the rain, and God. 
He plants a patient promise in 
each row; 
With faith he sows in furrows 
all his wealth. 
The tender shoots, with train-
ing, upwards grow; 
Nurture, love, and prayers 
cheer their health. 
Dad, in lasting testament 
to thee, 
The apples all fall closely 
to the tree. 
Written in honor of Hubert L. Stern by 
his youngest son, Neil. Hubert Stern, a 
Brethren in Christ pastor for many years, 
currently serves the Lord with MCC in 
Akron, Pa. He takes great delight in garden-
ing, and along with his wife Evangeline 
enjoys his four grown children and six (soon 
to be eight) grandchildren. They are mem-
bers of the New Joy Brethren in Christ 
Church in Akron, Pa. 
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